Year 8 to 9 Transition Newsletter 2020

Friday 3rd July 2020

Hello!
With the amazing news that you all have the opportunity to come in and see your tutor
before the summer is amazing! You will now know which houses you are in your tutor
and which day you are due in to meet your tutor. There will also be a video coming out to
you over the next week, this will give you details about these tutor afternoons and will
have our SLT talking more to you about our school and what to expect.

Uniform shop:
Remember the Uniform shop are open and are available via bookings. Their details are below.
3 Park Way
West Moors
Ferndown
Dorset
BH22 0HL
01202 893040
Some wise words from a Current year 9:
Kieran came to us from Emmanuel and here is what he had to say…

Kieran Osborne:

Thornton 1 - Mr Dolman

Moving from middle school to upper school is a big change, but a good one. In upper school you are given
the opportunity to be more responsible. You have to be responsible for looking after all your work as you
keep all your books and equipment and you self-reflect on your work during home and school tasks. In
upper school you have regular tests for all subjects.
Upper School also allows you to have more freedom and choice; you can make your own decisions that will
make you feel older. You can buy your own food, you have your own phone and you may get the bus
depending on where you live. All these things make you feel more like an adult and will prepare you for life
after school.
In Ferndown we have 3 houses- Thornton, Cheetham and Read- which all have their own councils that
organises many different events. There are different roles and anyone can apply for these roles. There are:
house captains, class council, and sports captain. The tutor structure in Ferndown is mixed so there is year
9’s, year 10’s and year 11’s in one tutor. At first it seems odd but it is actually very helpful, because they
can give you advice about revising, exams and option choices when moving into year 10.
When you first get to Ferndown you will meet loads of new people from lots of schools. You will make new
friends and be in different classes with different people. The support at Ferndown is very good and the

teachers are so helpful and supportive. We have the best pastoral team that can help with any problems or
worries that you may have. So you have nothing to worry about.
You get one piece of homework a week for every subject that is often fun and enjoyable. At Ferndown we
have a system called GO4SCHOOLS which keeps track of your timetable and all your homework’s, you can
down load the app on your phone which is a life saver. It shows when the homework is due and how long it
should take you to complete. Also, we have a praise point system where you are rewarded for good work,
behaviour and effort around school.
Throughout the term we have a competition to see which house can get the most house points and at the
end of the term there is a reward for the winning house. There is also a competition in each house to see
which tutor group gets the most points and they will get a rewarded too.
There are so many extra- curricular activities that you can do at lunch time or after school. There is a
fitness gym that you can use which has lots of equipment such as: weights, cross trainer, rowing machine
and an area for your own exercises. We have sport teams for a variety of sports and you can go to the
clubs and even compete against other schools.
This year has gone by so quick and has been such a good experience and will help you mature into an
adult. You learn new things and meet new people. I know your enjoy your time here and FUS
Kieran.

Transition Task:
Here is the 2nd fortnight tasks and videos for you to have a go at if you haven’t yet:
https://sway.office.com/uMQoXmLv8hLF9x6J?ref=Link
Here is the 3rd fortnight tasks and videos for you to look at. Enjoy!
https://sway.office.com/12Qj3XG3KegIlLAM?ref=Link

Some incredible work sent in by you:
Here are some pieces of work that we have chosen to present to you. Thank you so much for all your hard work, you
are smashing it and I cannot wait to see what you do next.

English:

Chemistry:

Thank you so much, please sending them in!
All the best,

J L Collins
Mr Collins
Head of year

