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The Ferndown Way
We also promote the traditional values of,
empathy and integrity to ensure that students
develop into responsible and compassionate
citizens. This is built upon the foundation
of our school ethos - The Ferndown Way.

Welcome
The Journey Begins Here...
Your choice of school is one of the most important decisions
you will make. Nothing is more important to us than the
welfare, happiness and achievement of your child.
Ferndown offers a personalised, fully inclusive approach
that places students firmly at the centre of all we do.

With high expectations and
a reputation for success,
Ferndown Upper School
offers an outstanding
education with exceptional
pastoral care.

www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk

We prioritise the care and safety of our young
people, as we believe that a happy person is
a motivated one, who will then also achieve.
By providing an exciting curriculum in a vibrant learning
environment, we inspire students to fulfil their potential.
With achievement celebrated, creativity encouraged
and individuality respected, each student’s unique
qualities are developed to prepare them for later life.

Twitter/Facebook: @ferndownupper

This ethos is based on 3 main principles: high
quality-first teaching for students of all abilities
and interests; ensuring our academic and pastoral
systems support every student as every child’s
experience and progress matters and in doing
this,
making sure every student values their
achievements and aims to fulfil their potential.
The result is an excellent academic record and the enviable achievement that all our students secure
places in apprenticeships, Sixth Forms, Colleges or Universities.
The school has now served our community for the past 50 Years, I look forward to welcoming you and
your child to the Ferndown Family.

Philip Jones, Headteacher

Welcome

Serving our community for half a century

We care

Heads of
House

“Pastoral support for pupils’ well-being is
central to everyone’s work, whatever their role.
As a result, pupils feel extremely safe.”
OFSTED: 2016

A Child Centered Approach
We take pride in the
pastoral care of our
students. Each student
has four key staff that work
together to support their
academic progress and
their pastoral care.
The Head of Year, their
Form Tutor and their Head of
House work collaboratively
to ensure our students have a comprehensive support
package. This is further enhanced by each year group
having a non-teaching Pastoral Manager. These are
trained professionals whose sole responsibility is the
welfare of all students. They have the time during the
school day to deal with problems straight away thereby
stopping any issues from escalating.

Pastoral

We also have a dedicated SEND team managed by our
SENDCo. These staff work hard to ensure our pastoral
care and academic provision is adapted to those with
additional educational needs.
By working together we ensure that all students are
happy and that they achieve.

www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk
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Tutor Time
Our lower school tutor groups (Y9-11) are in year group tutor groups. Whereas
our Sixth Form tutor groups are vertical (with a mixture of Y12 and Y13). Each
student is assigned a form tutor and becomes a member of one of our three
houses; Cheetham, Read and Thornton, named after three ex-students who
displayed the qualities we wish our students to develop.
Heads of House and form tutors are responsible for the progress and
wellbeing of their tutor group and work with each student to develop their
individual talents and to achieve their unique goals. The Heads of House
put together weekly programmes and these are delivered by the tutor team.
Tutor programmes include weekly assemblies, discussions and debates,
personal development and career support, academic mentoring and quizzes.
There are regular interhouse competitions including sports and other activities.
Each student can earn positive points throughout the year for participation in
activities and work in their lessons, contributing towards their tutor group’s
house point total. Each term prizes are awarded to students and their tutor
groups for their success in collecting points.

Outstanding Learning Never Stops

Genuine Choice at Key Stage 4

We believe in providing a curriculum that is delivered by high quality
specialists and that students are given as wider choice as possible. During
Year 9, students select four Key Stage 4 Options, this is more than most
other local schools.

An Outstanding
Curriculum
“An appropriate breadth of subjects
across all year groups allows pupils
to make good progress in developing
academic, creative and practical
skills.”

Broad and Balanced Key Stage 3

Ferndown provides a broad and balanced curriculum
that is designed to challenge and engage
students. We have resisted the drive to narrow our
OFSTED: 2016
curriculum and we offer a full range of technology
and creative art subjects starting from Year 9.
Our Upper School curriculum from Key Stage 3 and 4 is amongst the most diverse in the
area, all taught by specialist qualified teachers. The following subjects are studied in Year 9.
Our students will study their options alongside their Core Curriculum which
consists of English (Language and Literature) GCSEs, maths GCSE, core
PE and three single science GCSEs. We are the only non-selective school
in the region that enables all our students to take three GCSE sciences. A
curriculum development that was noted as a example of Excellent Practice
by a UK All-Parliamentary Report in March 2020.
Students also study citizenship, careers education and digital citizenship via PSHE lessons,
tutor time and off-timetable drop-down days. From year 9, all our students will also have
three separate science teachers to deliver their biology, chemistry and physics lessons.
Where needed all our lessons are taught in various specialist settings. This includes the use of the
Sports Centre, the Computing and Robotics Centre, 12 science labs and our Art Atrium.

www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk
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Our curriculum allows access to a range of academic and vocational options
which allow students to have a personalised combination of qualifications.
Aside from all subjects studied in Key Stage 3, other current options at KS4
include: Business Studies; Photography, Food & Nutrition, Health and Social
Care, Statistics, Health & Fitness, Events Operations, Media and Product
Design.
Serving our community for half a century

Curriculum

The Best Progress in Dorset
In the most recent officiated results by the Department
for Education, Ferndown Upper School had the best
overall progress in Dorset and maintained this
throughout the pandemic.

We succeed
Successes beyond exams
Despite the pandemic our school has achieved many great
successes beyond the classroom in recent years.

Our Key Stage 4 results for boys and girls are significantly
above the national average with our students achieving
over half a grade higher in every qualification they take.

•

National Finalists in the National Design Ventura competition for two years running.

•

A number of students achieving National or International Level Awards in netball, judo and triathlon.

•

Regional Champions and CONNECT Award winners in the FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics
Competition.

•
•

In Textiles we have won the Valter Trust Cockraine Shield for Innovation and Technology.

•

One of our teachers has won a Silver Pearson National Teaching Award 2021 in Digital Innovation.

Ï The 2nd best science GCSE progress in Dorset

•

Our students over the past three years have raised over £20,000 for various charities.

Ï The 3rd best English GCSE progress in Dorset

•

Global Education Award for our committment to exchange programmes.

Alongside this, our most recent officiated results achieved:

We achieve

“The school provides a range of
extra-curricular activities that
extend pupils’ learning well.”
OFSTED 2016

Ï The best maths GCSE progress in Dorset
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Outstanding Learning Never Stops

High Expectations
Preparing Young People For The Future
At Ferndown, we have very high expectations of our students. We expect them to be confident
and self-assured with an excellent attitude to learning. We also expect our students to be making
good progress in their lessons and to be proud of their achievements and of their school.
One key way to demonstrate this is in how they dress and behave around the school site.
Students should always be smart, on time and ready to learn with the correct equipment.
We are preparing our students to be young adults of the future and therefore we place a lot of
value upon educating the individual. Therefore we do expect that our students conduct themselves
in a respectful manner at all times around the school site. This means being polite and kind. The
‘Ferndown Way’’ promotes life skills that make our students capable of dealing with any situation that
they encounter in later life.

• Curiosity we expect our students to play an active part and to have an enquiring mind.
• Challenge we expect our students to always have a go, rising to every challenge.
• Collaboration we expect our students to work well in groups, actively listening, showing good

Supporting The
More Able
Academic Excellence
This year we launched our new EMPOWER
programme
to
support
the
most
academically able students in school.
Our More-Able Co-ordinator arranges a
tailored enrichment and mentoring programme
to support those with the highest aspirations
to reach their intended destinations.
Features of the programme include: University
Outreach, The Brilliant Club, Trips, Academic
Lectures and Exam Support and Coaching.
This programme provides support for those
starting in Year 9 all the way to Year 13.

eye contact and contributing positively.

• Responsibility we expect our students to have a positive impact upon the learning of others.

More Able

We really value our students ‘standing up and being counted’.

• Resilience we look for Ferndown learners to never give up. We do not mind how long a student
takes as long as they keep trying.

• Reflective we expect our students to respond well to feedback from their teacher. They should
always be looking for further ways to improve.
www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk
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Specialist
Facilities
An outstanding curriculum
requires facilities that can
bring out the best in young
people

Science
•
•
•

Technology
•

12 fully equipped science laboratories
A brand new physics lab built 2021
Specialist equipment for biology,
chemistry and physics specialisms up
to A Level

•

Sport
•
•

•
•

Specialist workshops for Design
Technology which includes rooms for
electronics and graphics alongside a
computer suite, laser cutter and 3D
printing facilities.
Two modern catering suites

Digital

Three new dedicated PE
classrooms for theory
Sports Centre with swimming pool,
trampolining and a large sports
hall
New tennis courts
Up to date equipment for a full
range of sport and athletics

•
•

•
•

Over 500 networked computers across 15 computer
labs
The Computing and Robotics centre which includes: a
graphical engineering lab, Raspberry Pi Lab and two
new Physical Computing and Robotics labs
Mac Suite for digital design and photography
Student access to Microsoft Office 365 for free off and
on-site

The Arts
•
•

•

www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk

Drama and dance studios
Music centre including practice
rooms, dedicated computer
network and mixing studio
Specialist art rooms that
include ceramics, textiles and
photography provision

Twitter/Facebook: @ferndownupper

Study
•

The John Thornton Study Centrea fully equipped study area for
individual and group work

•

The Library - containing books
and a full suite of computers

Outstanding Learning Never Stops

fernDOWNLOAD

Engineering Future Innovators

Established in September 2018, fernDOWNLOAD is our
National-Award-Winning STEM Programme.

Beyond the
Classroom
Opportunities include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dance Club
Gardening Club
El Club de Los Expertos
NCS
Chemistry Lectures
Theatre Trips
Crochet & Knit Club
Valencia Exchange
Textiles Club
Politics Club
Table Tennis Club
Choir
Trampolining
Boxing Fitness
Design Ventura
Basketball
fernDOWNLOAD: Robotics,
Engineering & Coding
Duke of Edinburgh
Forensic Linguistics
Bletchley Park Trip
Drama Productions
The Big Sleep
Pen Pal Project
Oxbridge Online
Swimming
Rugby
Football
Photography Club
Homework Club
Revision Sessions
and more...

Clubs, Mentoring, Trips and more...
We offer an extensive list of extra-curricular activities for our students.
This includes a wide range of sports, arts, technology clubs and
other experiences which are staffed completely voluntarily by our
amazing support and teaching staff.
Here we list three of our biggest intiatives to help our young people
with activities beyond the classroom.

Junior Athlete Programme (JAE)
Supporting talented athletes and More Able PE students

If you take part in sport and are coming to FUS you
need to tell us about your current level you compete at.
Young people that are talented in sport show a higher ability than
their peers in the sporting environment & are considered to be More
Able. These talented young performers face challenges in realising
both their academic and sporting potential.
The school plays a critical role in helping to support them. The JAE
Framework is designed to support young talented performers within
our school. Performers at this level have huge commitments in terms
of time spent training/competing and as result pressures can build
causing significant issues that could be detrimental to their sport, their
school and social lives .

www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk

Twitter/Facebook: @ferndownupper

Run completely by staff volunteers, fernDOWNLOAD
provides opportunities for young people to get involved
in a range of activities that gets them engaged with
mechanical and digital engineering. Using the passion
and engagement of our students we offer extensive outreach to local middle and infant schools to
enthuse more engineers of the future, known as fernOUTREACH.
It is the UK’s largest girls’ FTC robotics club and the largest boys’ LEGO League club in the region. To
find out more go to our website: https://www.ferntech.org/ferndownload.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Bronze Award (Y10)
The DofE is a life-changing adventure you don’t want to miss. It’s about going the extra mile – learning
new skills for work and life, getting fitter, making a difference and broadening your horizons. Millions of
young people in the UK have already done their DofE.
So why should you do your DofE?
It’s hard to list all the benefits of achieving your Bronze Award, You’ll…
• Have lots of fun;
Enrichment
• Get healthier and happier;
• Meet incredible people and make lasting friendships;
• Have amazing new experiences;
• Find talents and passions you didn’t know you had;
• Gain skills that employers value;
• Make memories that will last a lifetime.
Serving our community for half a century

Teaching and
Learning

Ferndown Upper School
Cherry Grove
Ferndown
Dorset
BH22 9EY
www.fernup.dorset.sch.uk
Telephone: 01202 871243
General Enquiries:
school@fernup.dorset.sch.uk
Middle School Transfers:
transfer@fernup.dorset.sch.uk
Sixth Form:
sixthform@fernup.dorset.sch.uk

