The Journey
Begins Here...
With high
expectations and a
reputation for success,
Ferndown Upper
School offers an
outstanding education
with exceptional
pastoral care.

Philip Jones - Headteacher

Your choice of school is one of the
most important decisions you will
make. Nothing is more important to
us than the welfare, happiness and
achievement of your child. Ferndown
offers a personalised, fully inclusive
approach to learning that places
students firmly at the centre of all we
do. We prioritise the care and safety
of our young people, as we believe
that a happy person is a motivated
one who will also achieve.
By providing an exciting curriculum
in a vibrant learning environment,
we inspire students to fulfil their
potential.
With
achievement
celebrated, creativity encouraged
and individuality respected, each
student’s unique qualities are
developed to prepare him or her for
success in later life. We also promote
the traditional values of respect,
empathy and integrity to ensure that
students develop into responsible
and compassionate citizens.
The result is an excellent academic
record and the enviable achievement
that all of our students secure places
in apprenticeships, sixth form, college
or university.

“Students are motivated and engaged,
and a purposeful working atmosphere
pervades the school.”

“Staff morale is high and 97% of staff
agreed with the statement, “I am very proud
to be a member of staff at this school.”

We take pride in the welfare of our students and
that is why we have our non-teaching Pastoral
Managers. They are trained professionals
whose sole responsibility is the welfare of all
students. They have the time during the school
day to deal with problems straight away thereby
stopping any issues from escalating. We also
provide confidential ELSA mentoring for those
students who would benefit from extra advice
and support.
By working together we ensure that all students
are happy and that they achieve.
Each student is assigned a form tutor and
becomes a member of one of our three houses;
Cheetham, Read and Thornton, named after
three ex-students who displayed the qualities
we wish our students to develop. Form tutors
are responsible for the progress and wellbeing of their tutor group and work with each
student to develop their individual talents and
to achieve their unique goals.
At Ferndown we operate a vertical tutor system
which means that the tutor groups consist of
Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 students as well as
sixth form mentors. We feel that this is one of
the main reasons why there are so few incidents
of bullying at Ferndown and why new students
fit in so quickly.

CARING

Ferndown provides a broad and balanced curriculum
that is designed to challenge and enthuse students. We
have resisted the drive to narrow our curriculum and we
offer a full range of creative arts GCSEs. We also pride
ourselves in being an active STEM school.
Students in Year 9 study English, Maths, Science,
Technology (Food, Textiles, Resistant Materials and
Graphics), Art, Drama, Music, PE, Religious Studies,
History, Geography and a Modern Foreign Language.
Ferndown’s Key Stage 4 curriculum is innovative and
inclusive, enabling students to pursue their aspirations
and to develop their talents. A core curriculum of English,
Mathematics, Triple Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and
Physics) and PE is followed. In fact we are one of the
first schools in the country to offer Triple Sciences to all
of our students.
Optional subjects include both traditional academic
ones, such as Computing, History, Geography, Music,
Ethics, Business and Modern Foreign Languages and
vocational subjects such as Engineering, Health and
Social Care, Media, Photography, Drama, Art and
Catering. We definitely believe we have a personalised
curriculum that provides something for everyone.

LEARNING

• 10 refurbished science laboratories.
• The John Thornton Study Centre – a well-equipped
library, with a full suite of PCs available to students for
study before and after school.
• 500 networked computers.
• Specialist workshops for Design and Technology which
include rooms for electronics and graphics as well as a
computer suite, laser cutter and 3D printer.
• Specialist Art rooms that include Ceramics, Textiles and
Photography provision.
• A network of Mac computers for use in digital design
and computer animation.
• Three modern catering suites.
• A music centre including practice rooms, dedicated
computer network and mixing studio.
• Sports Centre with swimming pool, table tennis,
trampolining and a large sports hall.
• Drama and dance studios.
• Careers centre.
• Large, designated area for SEN support.
• A Sixth Form, housed in its own separate block which
includes study rooms, a common room, computing
facilities and seminar rooms.

ENABLING

Education does not just take place in the classroom. We
also offer a very wide range of extra-curricular activities,
which give our students the chance to engage.
A huge variety of clubs and trips are on offer, ranging
from highly successful sports teams to exciting musical
events, with something to suit everyone’s tastes.
Working with the local community is vital, particularly
through charity work where we ask students to see
beyond themselves and become ‘active citizens’. They
respond magnificently, committing themselves to
helping the aged, the disabled and the disadvantaged.
They raise thousands of pounds each year for good
causes.
The school has very close ties to the John Thornton
Young Achievers Foundation, a local charity set up
to commemorate the life of Lt John Thornton, an exstudent of the school. Many of our students have
already, benefited from the bursaries and awards made
annually by the charity, helping them to ‘follow their
dreams.’

OPPORTUNITY

At Ferndown we are very proud of the achievements of our students.
By working as a learning triangle, our students; supported by their
parents and their teachers achieve outstanding results.
We realise that qualifications open the door to future opportunities
and careers and therefore we work collaboratively with our students
to ensure that these ‘passports’ are as high as they can possibly
be. We are also very proud of the achievements of our students
and celebrate them at every opportunity; be that in assemblies, in
my newsletter and through our ‘Student of the Term’ awards.
In recent years the outcomes of our students have been amongst
the best in Dorset. Our students not only achieve high grades but
they also exceed their potential, as the government league tables
demonstrate. The key accountability measure that the government
uses to judge a school are their progress scores. Last year
Ferndown’s results were the 5th best in Dorset for GCSE progress,
3rd best for A Level results (with the best Arts and Mathematics
outcomes in Dorset) and the best in Dorset for Vocational A Level.
This made Ferndown the most successful school in Dorset for
these three key government accountability measures for the 2nd
year in a row.
Our students have maintained these high outcomes this summer
and we are awaiting the publication of this year’s performance
tables to see our current ranking. However our students’ results
were so high this summer that we anticipate Ferndown achieving
the best GCSE and Vocational A Level results in Dorset, with our
A Level also being 3rd, making Ferndown the highest achieving
school for the third year in a row.
This means that Ferndown is consistently the best school in Dorset
for combined exam results, but that is only to be expected with the
quality of our students and staff.

ACHIEVING

At Ferndown, we have very high expectations of our students. We
expect them to be confident and self-assured with an excellent attitude
to learning. We also expect our students to be making good progress in
their lessons and to be proud of their achievements and of their school.
One key way to demonstrate this is in how they dress and act around the
school site. Students should always be smart, on time and ready to learn
with the correct equipment.
We are preparing our students to be young adults of the future and
therefore we place a lot of value upon educating the individual. Therefore
we do expect that our students conduct themselves in a respectful
manner at all times around the school site. This means being polite and
kind. Students should treat others as they would wish to be treated. The
‘Ferndown Way’’ are the life skills that we feel make our students capable
of dealing with any situation that they encounter in later life.
Curiosity we expect our students to play an active part and to have an
enquiring mind.
Challenge we expect our students to always have a go, rising to every
challenge.
Collaboration we expect our students to work well in groups, actively
listening, showing good eye contact and contributing positively.
Responsibility we expect our students to have a positive impact upon the
learning of others. We really value our students ‘standing up and being
counted’.
Resilient we look for Ferndown learners to never give up. We do not mind
how long a student takes as long as they keep trying.
Reflective we expect our students to respond well to feedback from their
teacher. They should always be looking for further ways to improve.

RESPECTING
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