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An Outstanding 
6th Form

In fact this years 
results place the 
school in the top 5% 
of schools nationally.



Best GCSE Results in 
Dorset
https://www.compare-school-
performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-
type?step=default&table=schools&region=838&la-
name=dorset&geographic=la&for=secondary

2nd Best A Level Results in 
Dorset
https://www.compare-school-
performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-
type?step=default&table=schools&region=838&la-
name=dorset&geographic=la&for=16to18&schooltype=2,1&ord
erby=ks5.0.PROGRESS_BAND_ALEV&orderdir=asc

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=838&la-name=dorset&geographic=la&for=secondary
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=838&la-name=dorset&geographic=la&for=16to18&schooltype=2,1&orderby=ks5.0.PROGRESS_BAND_ALEV&orderdir=asc


Student Achievements



Ferndown Students Come 1st in Regional Championships 
of the International Robotics Competition

Ferndown Upper School students are celebrating after coming 
first in the South West Regional Finals of this year’s First Tech 
Challenge (FTC) Competition in Bristol.

Barry Bots came 1st in the competition beating teams from as far 
away as Cornwall and Wales. Hendecabots got to the semi-final 
stage which is also an amazing achievement. 

FTC is an international robotics and digital engineering 
competition. Each season, teams of students from around the 
world design, build and programme a robot that will take part in 
regional, national and if successful, international level 
competitions.

Toby Osborne, Team Lead and Coach said: “The teams did us 
proud, we were up against more experienced and older teams 
and to come first is a testament to the students’ dedication to the 
club over the past four months. I’d like to take the opportunity to 
thank sponsors including Arm Holdings, MATA Construction 
(Ferndown), Repair Bay (Ferndown) and Dorset Council. Another 
big thanks to the staff and parents that have supported the teams 
so far.”

fernDOWNLOAD robotics was started in September to promote 
STEM to young people and in particular develop engineering and 
leadership skills of girls.

The teams now have qualified for the UK Finals, here they will 
battle it out against other regional champions to try and gain 
places at the World Championships in Michigan, USA later this 
year.



An amazing achievement for the Year 10 
students involved:

Anthony Broomfield, Scott Hann, Sam 
Jones, Lewis Owen, Jack Watson and  
Daniel Weston.

Their work will be on display in the Design 
Museum in London until the end of June.

Our Y9 team below also did tremendously 
well.

Ferndown Upper School came 

2nd in the National Design 

Ventura Competition



An excellent performance from Jess Aldridge, 
Leah Hillgartner & Sofia Voitehovschi in the 
annual ‘Rotary Technology Tournament’. 

The students had to build a flashing lighthouse 
with wood, card, wire, bulb and a lamp. This 
required some ingenuity and the building of a 
swinging pendulum to generate the flashing 
effect.

We are very pleased to report that our 
students came 2nd in a very closely competed 
competition, well done.

Lance Corporal Jess Aldridge will be flying the 
flag in Canada this summer as she has been 
selected to represent our county in Target Rifle 
Shooting.

She will fly out to Canada this summer with the 
aim to add to her already impressive collection 
of medals after a very successful competition at 
Bisley last year.

Only 12 cadets across the UK have been 
selected for this tour, so to be selected is a great 
achievement. Well done Jess.

Jess to Represent GBOur Students came 2nd

in Regional Design 

Competition



On Saturday 8th Feb 2020, Ryan Symington in 
year 11 (Cheetham 4) represented Dorset 
Schools in the South West Regional cross-
country race. He competed against the best 
runners of all the county teams from 
Cornwall, Devon, Hampshire, Somerset, 
Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.

Ryan came 5th overall in his age group.

Ryan is pictured here in the green Dorset 
running vest number 451, receiving his 
certificate.

Well done Ryan, a fantastic achievement.

Well done to Phoebe Crutchley for being 
elected as a Deputy Member of the Dorset 
Youth Parliament. Only one of four in the 
whole county.

Phoebe is Elected

Ryan Represents Dorset



Events



1st Place was Scott Cuthbert, joint second place 
Kelland Reed and Libby Slater with Marie Ray, and 
Tiago Roja in third place.

The hall was packed to watch 23 acts from across 
the school perform a variety of acts, from singers, 
comedians, magicians and even dancing dogs! All 
performed brilliantly and should be extremely 
proud to stand on stage and give it their all. 

Mrs Clay did a brilliant job of organising, 
auditioning, resourcing and hosting the event, 
which hopefully will now be an FUS staple.

Ferndown’s Got Talent

The PE department invited ex-premier league and AFC 
Bournemouth footballer Marc Pugh to talk to some of 
our students. Marc Pugh currently plays for 
Championship club QPR and was very happy to spend 
the morning at FUS. The year 9 football team and other 
students who attend training on a regular basis were 
invited to ask Marc Pugh some questions about his life 
as a professional footballer, which they thoroughly 
enjoyed. He spoke about never giving up on your 
dreams and reinforced to our students that sometimes 
it is ok for fail and that we often have to fail in life in 
order to succeed. Mr Ellis and Mr Collins asked the AFC 
Bournemouth legend some questions and then the 
students joined in before going over to the sports hall 
for autographs, photographs and to show off some of 
their skills in front of Marc. 

Marc Pugh Visit



World Book Day



The students had an excellent week away skiing and snow boarding in the Italian Alps.

Our year 10 students were amazing, often taking themselves out of their comfort zones and challenging 
themselves every day.

Many thanks to all the students and staff for such a great week.

Pila Ski Trip 2020



The Media, Business and 
Performing Arts trip to 

Disneyland Paris was a huge 
success. The students 

attended workshops and 
seminars - with Performing 
Arts students benefitting 

from a workshop run 
especially by Disney – and 

the students enjoyed time in 
the parks too. They were all 

brilliant and Mrs Hosey 
would like to thank them for 
making the trip fun as well 
as informative. An amazing 
experience that will provide 

many positive memories.



31 GCSE and A Level students travelled to London to 
visit iconic fashion photographer Tim Walker’s show: 
‘Wonderful Things’ at the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
Year 10 studied the world renowned fashion 
collection, where students recorded ideas and images 
in sketchbooks and took part in practical activities at 
the Stitch Festival in the afternoon at Islington’s 
Business Design Centre.

Big thank you for the generous 
funding contribution by Dorset Asset 
Trust  - in recognition of our students’ 
outstanding work in Textiles.

Fashion and Textiles: London 2020



Sporting Achievements



Badminton Success

Ferndown Upper School have had great success this 
year with our badminton teams with all four of our 
teams reaching the Dorset finals. Congratulations to 
our year 9 boys who achieved 2nd place in the County 
after a close battle with Bournemouth School in the 
final. Our year 9 boys who achieved their runners-up 
medals are: Dan Fulbrook, Jake Fletcher, Toby Biles, 
Adin White and Landon-John Webster.
The other students who got to the Dorset finals and 
played exceptionally well are listed below.
KS4 boys - James Stevenson, Owen Edmeads, Harry 
Foster, Ethan Green & Kris Dearlove
KS4 Girls - Harriet Grace, Holly Bell & Kim Melbourne
KS3 Girls - Tilly Fletcher, Amy East, Emelia Butler & 
Megan Raison



Our year 9 girls played against 
Twynham and Parkstone Grammar. 
This was the first time our students 
had played together as a team against 
teams that have been together since 
Y7. 

The girls performed brilliantly and 
beat both schools, really well done.

And also well done to Erin Lush 
is now swimming for the regional 
squad

And to Leon Metelsky who 
performed Swan Lake at the 
Mayflower in Southampton

Other Successes …



Sports Leaders
Our amazing Year 9 Sports Leaders

started their programme off by officiating the Poole 
and East Dorset Year 5/6 Indoor Athletics 

competition.
They were a credit to the school.


