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Tricky Topics: Make a list of topics you have found difficult to understand/ remember as you go through.
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How to use this revision booklet


The content in this booklet was originally learnt by you a while ago now. Cognitive science tells us that we need to retrieve our knowledge several times in order for information to be retained in our long-term memory. The activities in this booklet are designed to help you retrieve your prior learning on this topic which will then be tested (retrieved) again via a knowledge quiz in class. Once you have created these materials you can then use them to test yourself/ get someone else to test you in the run up to your exams.

Depending on your personal preferences, here are some suggestions for how you could use this booklet:

· Revision checklist for what you need to learn
· Reminder of the date of your exam
· Fill in the question grids for each topic using the information in the pages afterwards, your class notes or revision guide
· Check your answers to the question grids using the YouTube videos provided via Teams
· Use the headings of the question grids as the headings for your own revision cards
· Read the information provided, highlight the key points and turn it into mind maps or timelines
· Ask someone to test you/ test yourself on the information in the revision materials you have created
· Apply your revision to the practice questions for each topic provided at the bottom of the question grids by either planning or writing a response (do this on lined paper if there is no space for an answer.
· Look at exemplar practice papers at the back
· Use the crib sheet provided for how to answer the different questions to complete practice papers






REVISION SCHEDULE FOR THE ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND PAPER
The Elizabethan England exam is half of the Paper 2 exam which will take place on Wednesday 7th June PM 
More information about question types and practice papers can be found at the end of this booklet.

	Week beginning
	Topic
	Area to cover
	What do I need to revise?
	Knowledge test score
	Weeks left

	April

	Monday 7th April (Easter Holidays)
	
	Government in Elizabethan England including:
· Elizabeth I and her court: background and character of Elizabeth I; court life, including patronage; key ministers.
· The difficulties of a female ruler: relations with Parliament.
· The problem of marriage and the succession; the strength of Elizabeth's authority at the end of her reign, including Essex's rebellion in 1601.
	
	
	7

	Monday
14th  (Easter Holidays)
	
	Life in Elizabethan times including:
· A 'Golden Age': living standards and fashions;
· Growing prosperity and the rise of the gentry;
· The Elizabethan theatre and its achievements; attitudes to the theatre.
· The poor: reasons for the increase in poverty; attitudes and responses to poverty; the reasons for government action and the seriousness of the problem.
· English sailors: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577-1580, voyages and trade; the role of Raleigh.
	
	
	6

	Monday 21st  April
	
	Troubles at home and abroad:
· Religious matters: the question of religion, English Catholicism and Protestantism; the Northern Rebellion; Elizabeth's excommunication; the missionaries; Catholic plots and the threat to the Elizabethan settlement; the nature and ideas of the Puritans and Puritanism; Elizabeth and her government's responses and policies towards religious matters.
· Conflict with Spain: reasons; events; naval warfare, including tactics and technology; the defeat of the Spanish Armada.
	
	
	s

	28th April
	
	Historic Environment: Hardwick Hall's site, location, features and history. This includes:
· Bess of Shrewsbury, her background and reasons for her wealth and position.
· Reasons for changes to English architecture
· Housing design, technology and resources.
· Other prodigy houses
	
	
	4
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[image: ]Elizabethan England 1: Government including court, parliament, marriage and succession

	Elizabeth’s background and power
Who were Elizabeth’s mother and father?  What was the royal house?

Describe the difficult process of Elizabeth becoming Queen in 1558:


Define the following terms in relation to Elizabeth’s government:
· Privy Council
· Patronage
· Royal Court
· Parliament

Why was Elizabet’s power in reality quite limited?


	Elizabeth’s problems
Why was RELIGION such a difficult issue when Elizabeth became queen?



Which nations were England’s biggest FOREIGN THREATS and why?



Why did Elizabeth require so much money during her reign and what problems were there in getting it?



Why did IRELAND pose potential problems for England?

	Marriage and Sucession
State three benefits of getting married

State three downside of Elizabeth getting married:

Explain the problem with each of the following suitors:
· King Phillip II of Spain

· Francis, Duke of Anjou and Alencon

· Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester


Explain why Elizabeth never married:

Explain who she eventually named as her successor and why:

	Elizabeth’s authority
Why did Parliament criticise Elizabeth’s decisions over:
· Marriage and succession
· Religion
· Freedom of Speech
· Mary Queen of Scots
· Monopolies
Describe how Elizabeth managed Parliament

Explain why Essex rebelled against Elizabeth in 1601:

What happened as a result?

What did this event show about Elizabeth’s authority?






[image: ]
                                        How did government work?
Queen
· The monarch was head of the Church and in charge of religion. He or she would determine the religion of the country.
· The monarch was also in charge of law courts.
· Commands the Navy to protect the coast and part time soldiers in every county. Appointed by God (she is queen 'by divine right.')
· Calls Parliament (Elizabeth did this 13 times during her reign) 
· Elizabeth could award titles, land and powerful positions. The monarch would choose to give important jobs and positions to leading men in return for their loyalty; These jobs were highly sought after because they brought wealth and prestige to the individual. This system is known as PATRONAGE.

Parliament
· The monarch decided when they should meet and for how long. She also did not have to listen to their advice. They were made up of the House of Commons and the House of lords, but there were no political parties. There were around 450 elected MPs in the House of Commons. Only landowners and wealthy citizens could vote.
· Parliament could provide the monarch with support and advice, but there were some issues that they were not expected to talk about (such as Elizabeth's personal affairs, religion or foreign policy).
· Elizabeth saw Parliament as an inconvenience, but she did need them for a number of reasons:
· Her money problems meant she needed to ask them for subsidies (taxes) in 11 of the 13 sessions of parliament during her reign
· Elizabeth also needed them if she wanted new laws to be passed.

Privy Council
· Elizabeth's closest advisors. She could choose and dismiss them as she wished. However, she had to appoint powerful landowners to prevent rebellion against her.
· Coordinated financial departments, law courts and regional governing bodies.
· They gave instructions to local officials such as Lord Lieutenants and Justices of the Peace
· Members were generally from the nobility, gentry and church
· They met at court daily, but Elizabeth did not always attend meetings.
· Their key role was to advise and direct policy, but Elizabeth did not have to take their advice.
· The Council had some powers. They could issue proclamations in the Queen's name and could command the arrest and imprisonment of individuals. They could also guide discussions in Parliament on behalf of the Queen


[image: ]The Royal Court 
The Royal Court and the government were not the same thing. The court was made up of all the officials, servants and advisers that surrounded Elizabeth. The court was the centre of power, but also the source of the latest trends and fashions. It included the Privy Council, but Justices of the Peace and Parliament were not part of it. Each summer, Elizabeth went with most of her advisers, officials and servants on a royal tour. They all stayed in the country houses of noblemen. These tours were known as progresses. The court was also used to give an impression of power by displaying the Queen's magnificence to the nobility and visiting foreign guests through art and culture. There were lavish banquets, elaborate masques (plays), musical performances, plays, and tournaments that all acted as subtle propaganda, glorifying Elizabeth's image. The Queen used patronage to keep her courtiers loyal. She could award titles to those who pleased her and remove them from those who didn't. She made sure to share titles and positions around. Even though she was Protestant, Elizabeth allowed some Catholics to come to court so that she did not lose their loyalty




















	

	1. Catholics believed that the Pope was the head pf the Church and that churches should be highly decorated.  They might rebel if Elizabeth made the Church more Protestant.
	6. Parliament was growing more powerful and demanding more say in hoe the country should be run.

	2. If Elizabeth did not have children, Mary, Queen of Scots, had the strongest claim to succeed Elizabeth, but she was a Catholic.
	7. Some people feared that a young woman ruler would not have the strength of character needed to control the powerful male nobles.

	3. King Philip of Spain hoped to marry Elizabeth, but he was a Catholic.  If she refused and re-introduced Protestantism, he might attack.  Spain was the most powerful country in Europe.
	8. Protestants believed that the monarch should be in charge of the country’s Church and that there should be little decoration in churches.  Most people in England were Protestants.

	4. Mary I had fought an expensive war against France, so Elizabeth started her reign with massive debts.  She did not have enough money to pay for a full-time army.
	9. Puritans were extreme Protestants – they wanted very plain churches and simple services.  There were lots of Puritans in Parliament.

	5. Parliament and the Privy Council wanted Elizabeth to marry and produce an heir.  People feared that if she died without an heir, there would be a civil war.
	10. The country’s most important industry as making woollen cloth. This was sold abroad but by the early 1550s the trade was collapsing.  This meant that the government got less money from taxes.  Thousands of spinners and weavers were unemployed.


Problems of a female ruler
[image: ]Religion

· The Tudor period had seen England's official
religion change a number of times, and this
had created instability and violence. Elizabeth herself was a Protestant.
· However, she did like certain elements of the
Catholic religion.
· Mary I had been a Catholic and had tried to
undo the Protestant reforms that her brother Edward had introduced during his reign. Mary had also persecuted Catholics.
· Many Catholics did not trust Elizabeth and
some claimed she had no right to be Queen (they did not accept Henry's marriage to Elizabeth's mother).
· There were still plenty of Catholics in England at this time and many of these belonged to wealthy or powerful families. 
· Puritanism (an extreme form of
Protestantism) was also seen as a threat. There were a number of Puritans who had hoped to take control of Elizabeth's Church and make it more extreme.
Foreign Policy

· England's relationship with Spain
was uneasy. The King of Spain (Philip) had been married to Mary I and he proposed to Elizabeth at the beginning of her reign. As a devout Catholic, he saw Elizabeth as a heretic who should not be on the
throne.

· Catholic countries like Spain and
France wanted influence over England and had the support of the Pope in this aim. The threat of
invasion was very real.

· Another key area of tension was the
Netherlands, where the Protestant population was in conflict with its Spanish rulers. Elizabeth had to decide whether or not to become involved.
Finance

· Elizabeth needed money to finance her war 
against Spain.
· Elizabeth had inherited debts of around
£300,000.
· Poverty was widespread and raising taxes
would have been very unpopular. The population of England had risen by about 43% between 1550 and 1600, putting pressure on jobs and resources, meaning that there were a far greater number of poor people in society.
· The country was short of money and
Elizabeth needed to raise taxes.
· Elizabeth's financial problems meant that she
had to rely heavily on parliamentary subsidies (taxes granted by parliament).

Ireland

· Like her predecessors, Elizabeth 
considered herself to be Queen of
Ireland.
· In reality, the authority that she had
in Ireland extended only to an area surrounding Dublin (known as 'the
Pale').
· In 1559 she faced a major revolt in Ireland - the first of several during her reign.
· As a predominantly Catholic country, Ireland was also a threat because it could be used by other Catholic countries as a base from which to launch an invasion of England.

Pros and Cons of Elizabeth marrying:
Pros:
· Create an alliance with a foreign country or guarantee the
loyalty of a powerful English family
· Produce an heir to continue the Tudor line and stop Mary Queen of Scots becoming Queen when Elizabeth died.
Cons:
· Loss of authority - either to a foreign ruler or Englishman. By not marrying, Elizabeth and England kept their independence. Giving birth was very risky for the mother.
· Her experience of marriage had been bad - her father had married 6 times and ordered her mother to be executed. Her sister's marriage to Philip of Spain had been unhappy and did not produce an heir.
· Elizabeth was able to use the possibility of marriage to her advantage when dealing with foreign leaders and important figures in England.



Elizabeth and the issue of marriage: Each of the suitors below was considered as a potential husband for Elizabeth at some point in her reign

	Suitor
	Background
	Information

	Philip II: King of
Spain
(Early in
Elizabeth's
reign)
	Nationality: Spanish
Position: King of
Spain
Religion: Catholic
	Previously married to Elizabeth's sister, Mary.
Spain was England's traditional ally against France. Spain is also extremely rich and powerful - it controls not only Spain, but
Portugal, Austria, parts of Italy and South America.
Elizabeth saw how badly Philip had treated Mary during their marriage. He was absent for long periods of time and the
marriage had failed to produce an heir.
Philip's marriage to Mary also meant that England became involved in expensive wars which meant that England lost an
important territory in France (Calais).

	Prince Eric of
Sweden
(Early in
Elizabeth's
reign)
	Nationality: Swedish
Position: Heir to the
Swedish throne
Religion: Protestant
	One of the first to propose to Elizabeth.
Elizabeth negotiated with Sweden about marrying Eric for many years.
Often sent love letters to the Queen containing passionate declarations of love, which greatly entertained the Queen.
Popular choice in England. When it was rumoured that Elizabeth had accepted his proposal, medals were made in London with
a picture of Eric and Elizabeth on them.
Sweden is quite a poor country, but it is a major European power.

	Robert
Devereux: Earl
of Essex
	Nationality: English
Position: Earl of
Essex
Religion: Protestant
	Inherited the title of earl when his father died (was 9 at the time)
Member of Elizabeth's royal court and a favourite of Elizabeth's. They often played cards and danced through the night.
Elizabeth was 33 years older than Devereux.
Fought for England against the Spanish in the Netherlands in 1586.
Tempestuous relationship with Elizabeth - they were known to argue. However, Elizabeth generally forgave him and
continued to grant him important positions.	i
Main source of income comes from monopoly on imported sweet wines granted by Elizabeth.

	Robert Dudley:
Earl of Leicester
	Nationality: English
Position: Earl and
member of the Privy
Council
Religion: Puritan
	Dudley and Elizabeth had been childhood friends. Dudley was one of Elizabeth's favourites at court and in the Privy Council.
There were rumours that he and Elizabeth genuinely love each other and that she had decided to marry him. However, Dudley
was already married. When his wife, Amy, was found dead at the foot of a staircase, all hopes of marriage ended. An inquest
ruled that her death was accidental, but many people suspect that either Dudley or Elizabeth were responsible. It would be
scandalous for them to marry.

	Francis, Duke of
Alencon
(late 1570s)
	Nationality: French
Position: Younger
brother of the King
of France and
possible
heir to the French
throne. 
Religion: Catholic
	Alencon was twenty years younger than Elizabeth and suffered from a slightly deformed spine. He proposed to her when she
was in her 50s.
He was considered a genuine prospect to marry Elizabeth and it was clear that there is affection between them. She
affectionately referred to him as her 'frog.'
Elizabeth's Privy Council were fiercely divided over whether he should marry Elizabeth - Cecil is in favour, but Walsingham and
Dudley are opposed. However, in 1572 there had been a massacre of Protestants in France called the St Bartholomew's Day
Massacre. After this, the French became very unpopular in England and there were pamphlets published against the Queen marrying Alencon.




Succession: Who did Elizabeth choose as her successor and why?

[image: ]Why was there an issue over succession?
In October 1562, Elizabeth contracted smallpox. The doctors told Cecil that the Queen would not survive. Though her face was left permanently scarred, Elizabeth recovered. Had she died, there would have been a serious crisis. There was a three-way split in the Privy Council about what to do in the event of the Queen's death and later, once she recovered, Parliament urged Elizabeth to marry or nominate an heir. She would do neither, claiming that she would marry only when the time was right and that to nominate a 'second person' would place her in danger.

[image: ]Who were the possible successors and why was the issue complicated?
The problem was not a shortage, but a surplus, of potential heirs. There were two main claims - the Stuart claim and the Suffolk claim. Various pamphlets were written promoting the different possibilities. Henry Vlll's will had confused matters. It had stated that should his three children die without heirs, the throne would pass to the descendants of his younger sister, Mary, the Duchess of Suffolk. Her granddaughter, Lady Jane Grey, had already been executed for attempting to seize the throne in 1533, but there were still two younger girls, lady Catherine and Lady Mary. Both were Protestants and both were seen as potential heirs to Elizabeth.

Mary, Queen of Scots
[image: ]Technically, Elizabeth's other cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots, had a stronger claim to the English throne than the Greys, as she was descended from Henry Vlll's older sister, who had married into the Scottish Royal Family. However, Mary, Queen of Scots was a controversial claimant, having been brought up in France and being a devout Catholic. At one point, Elizabeth considered having her favourite Dudley marry the Queen of Scots as a way of bringing her under English influence. Mary, however, saw Dudley as socially inferior and the plans came to nothing. Instead, much to the anger of Elizabeth, Mary strengthened her already convincing claim to the English throne by marrying her cousin, lord Darnley, and uniting two Stuart claims for any children they might have.
[image: ]
What happened to the Grey's
Although neither of the Grey sisters were particularly inspiring candidates, in 1561 Elizabeth appeared to be warming to the idea of making Catherine Grey her official heir. When the Queen discovered that Catherine had secretly married the Earl of Hertford without her permission and fallen pregnant, she was furious. Elizabeth had her cousin imprisoned in the Tower of London for the rest of her life and Catherine possibly starved herself to death in despair. Catherine and Hertford had two sons, both born in prison, but they were declared illegitimate and barred from the succession. Catherine's younger sister, Mary, also married without Elizabeth's permission and she too was placed under house arrest, dying childless a little over a decade later.

[image: ]How was the issue resolved?
[image: ]By the end of Elizabeth's reign, the succession crisis had resolved itself, almost by accident, as most of the eligible contenders had died. The obvious heir was the Scottish King, James VI, the only child of Mary, Queen of Scots. James had a doubly strong claim, as both his mother and father were grandchildren of Elizabeth's aunt, Mary Tudor. Although some suggested James' cousin, ArabeIla Stuart, as an alternative, by the 1590s James' superior claim was recognised by the Cecil’s and it was accepted that James would succeed. Although Elizabeth refused to officially name James as her heir, even she sent teasing letters hinting that he might succeed her. Crucially, as the end of Elizabeth's life drew near, Robert Cecil began a secret correspondence with James from May 1601 onwards to prepare for life after Elizabeth. The issue of the succession had dominated her whole reign and caused considerable worry, but when Elizabeth died in1603, Cecil had arranged for an easy transition. A messenger left London, reaching Edinburgh three days later, to tell the King of Scots that he was now also the King of England. The Tudor dynasty gave way to the Stuarts smoothly and calmly, with the whole of the island of Great Britain, for the very first time, sharing a single monarch.
Elizabeth and Parliament

	Date
	Government Business
	MP's Complaints
	How Elizabeth Dealt with Them

	1559
	MPs declared their loyalty to Elizabeth. They helped pass laws to create a new Protestant Church.
	Some MPs asked Elizabeth to marry as soon as possible.
	Elizabeth gave them a vague reply then closed Parliament.

	1563
	MPs approved taxes to pay for military help Elizabeth had sent to Scotland.
	Some MPs asked Elizabeth to get married soon.
	Elizabeth gave another vague reply and then closed
Parliament.

	1566
	MPs agreed to taxes to pay for an army Elizabeth had sent to France.
	A few MPs threatened to refuse to approve taxes until Elizabeth made plans to marry. Paul Wentworth, a Puritan, said that MPs had the right of free speech to
discuss the Queen's marriage.
	Elizabeth angrily told MPs that it was not convenient to discuss her personal affairs and then closed Parliament.

	1571
	MPs agreed to taxes to pay for defeating a rebellion in
the north of England. They passed laws against the Pope and traitors.
	Walter Strickland, a Puritan, introduced a bill to replace
the prayer book and make other changes to the Church.
	Elizabeth accused some MPs of interfering in her private matters of state. Then she closed Parliament.

	1572
	A Catholic Plot to murder Elizabeth had been discovered. MPs discussed the Queen's safety.
	MPs believed that Mary, Queen of Scots had been involved in the plot. They demanded that she should be
executed.
	Elizabeth refused to execute Mary. Then she closed Parliament.

	1576
	MPs agreed to taxes.
	Peter Wentworth complained that MPs were not being allowed to discuss anything they wanted to.
	Wentworth was imprisoned in the Tower of London for one month. Then Elizabeth closed Parliament.

	1581
	MPs approved taxes to pay for an army Elizabeth had sent to Ireland. They passed new laws to punish
Catholics. Then Elizabeth closed Parliament.
	
	

	1584-5
	Another plot to murder the Queen had been discovered. MPs agreed to punish anyone who benefitted from Elizabeth's death. They passed a law to
punish Catholic priests and granted taxes.
	Puritan MPs demanded that there should be changes in the Church, before they would agree to new taxes.
	Elizabeth ordered her MPs to stop talking about religion. Then she closed Parliament.



	1586-7
	War had broken out with Spain and there had been another plot to murder the Queen. MPs granted taxes for war.
	MPs demanded that Mary Queen of Scots should be executed. Peter Wentworth spoke out about religion, Job Throckmorton (a Puritan) spoke for war against France.
	Elizabeth gave a vague answer to MPs demands to put Mary to death, but agreed to her execution a few months later. Elizabeth imprisoned 6 MPs for interfering in her private affairs. Then she closed Parliament.

	1589
	MPs approved taxes to pay for the cost of defeating the Spanish Armada.
	Some MPs complained about purveyances (a monarch's right to buy cheap supplies, such as food for the army, in wartime).
	Elizabeth said that it was not MPs business, but that she would look into their complaints. Then she closed
Parliament.

	1593
	MPs granted taxes to pay for the war against Spain and passed a law to punish Catholics.
	Peter Wentworth wanted Elizabeth to name her
successor.
	Elizabeth imprisoned Wentworth in the Tower of London (he died there in 1597). Parliament was then closed.

	1597-8
	MPs agreed to taxes. They passed laws to punish beggars and help the poor.
	Some MPs complained about monopolies (a royal license which gave an individual the sole right to sell or
produce something).
	Elizabeth said she would look into their complaints and
closed Parliament.

	1601
	MPs approved taxes to pay for war against Spain and the cost of sending an army to Ireland.
	MPs complained about monopolies again. Some said that they should not grant taxes until monopolies were cancelled.
	The Queen agreed to cancel some monopolies and look
into the rest. She made a long speech to flatter MPs and then closed Parliament.



Essex's Rebellion
	1. Country in Crisis
By the 1590s, Elizabeth's government was experiencing a crisis. The country had been seriously damaged by war, plague, increased poverty and repeated harvest failures. The patronage system that had worked so well also began to break down.
	2. Decline of the Privy Council
One by one, Elizabeth's trusted councillors died (Dudley in 1588, Walsingham in 1590 and Hatton in 1591). Elizabeth was so upset when Dudley died that she locked herself away for days and Cecil had to order the door to be broken down. Cecil himself died in 1598. Elizabeth had come to rely heavily on
these men.
	3. Rise of Robert Cecil
As Elizabeth's old privy council disappeared, a new generation of ambitious politicians emerged. The 2 main rivals in the Privy Council were Robert Cecil (William Cecil's son) and Robert Devereux (Dudley's step-son). Robert Cecil took on increasingly more work and was appointed to the Privy Council in 1591. His rise to power annoyed Devereux and the
division in the Council became unhelpful.

	4. Essex annoys Elizabeth
Essex was a dashing young courtier who had caught Elizabeth's eye, but his actions often angered the Queen. He annoyed her by secretly marrying. Later, when she wouldn't promote one of his supporters, he lost his temper and insulted her by shouting 'her conditions are as crooked as her carcass,' then turned his back on her. Elizabeth punched Essex, who almost drew his sword, but stormed out and was banished from Court.
	5. Ireland
Elizabeth gave Essex another chance to redeem himself. In 1598 he was asked to defeat a rebellion in Ireland being led by the Earl of Tyrone. Essex miscalculated and made peace with Tyrone against Elizabeth's wishes. 

[image: ]

	[image: ]6. The Last Straw
Whilst Essex was in Ireland, Elizabeth had promoted Cecil. Sparked by jealousy, on his return to court Essex burst into the Queen's bedchamber before she was wigged and gowned. For Elizabeth, this was the final straw. Essex was ordered before the Privy Council and stood for 5 hours whilst he was interrogated. He was banned from court, placed under house arrest and lost his monopoly on sweet wines - his career was ruined.

	7. Essex's Preparations
In early 1601 Essex gathered around 300 supporters (made up of a few unsuccessful courtiers and disgruntled soldiers). Essex began to fortify
(strengthen) his mansion, Essex House. 
	8. Rumours
In February 1601, Essex's supporters attended a performance of Shakespeare's' Richard II at the Globe Theatre. It included a scene in which the king was overthrown. Elizabeth was furious and ordered Essex to appear before the Privy Council. He refused.
	9. Hostages
[image: ]On 8 February Elizabeth sent four Privy Councillors to Essex's house to question him. Essex locked them up as hostages and marched with his men to London to try and capture the Queen. He hoped that many Londoners would support them.

	10. The Rebellion Collapses
The government responded decisively. Most of Essex's supporters quickly deserted him when they were offered a pardon for their part in the rebellion. Essex's house was surrounded by Elizabeth's forces, so when he returned home he had no choice but to surrender. The rebellion 
lasted 12 hours.
	11. Execution
Essex and his supporters were put on trial and found so guilty of treason. Essex was executed in private at the Tower of London on 25 February 1601. He was 34 years old.
	



Elizabethan England 2: Life in Elizabethan England (p.22-35 of the revision guide)

	People and Society
Define the meaning of the term @Great Chain of Being’

Explain why the Gentry were gaining more influence and power in Elizabethan society:

Define the term ‘Elizabethan Golden age’:

Explain why each of the following contributed toards the ‘Gold Age’ in England.
· The Renaissance:

· Exploration Abroad:


	What characterised the ‘Golden Age’?
Give an example of each of these areas;
Art/Portraiture:

Buildings:

Literature:

 Education:

Science and Technology:

Theatre:

What wasn’t ‘Golden’ about Elizabethan Society?
1.
2. 
3. 

	The Poor
Explain why each of the following was a reason for increased poverty in Elizabethan England:
· Henry VIII

· Harvests

· Population

· Enclosure

Describe Elizabethan attitudes towards the poor


What had been done to deal with the poor prior to Elizabeth’s reign?


What were the aims of the Poor Law?
	Exploration
What were Privateers?

What were trading companies and why were they important?


Describe the actions of:
Sir Francis Drake


Sir Walter Raleigh


Give an example of how England benefitted in each of the following areas:
1. Wealth

2. Power

3. Territory




People and Society
[image: ]The Great Chain of Being
The Great Chain of Being is the belief in a social hierarchy, planned by God, as follows: God -Angels - Demons - Humans - Beasts - Plants - Rocks. The Great Chain of Being was seen as the natural order of society. People in Elizabeth's reign believed that this explained people's position in society.

[image: ]There were a number of changes to society in Elizabeth's reign...

Why did the gentry become more important?
Marriage: Marrying into a rich family was one way the gentry acquired wealth.
Patronage: Some members of the gentry were given important jobs in government. Elizabeth would give jobs to the gentry rather than nobles who she saw as a threat.
Politics: The gentry increasingly dominated the House of Commons as MPs and had jobs as JPs. This gave them political power and influence.
Monasteries: After Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church, many monasteries were closed and the land sold off. The
monasteries had owned about¼ o iland in England. The gentry bought much of this land and rented it out to farmers.
Rising Prices: Rising food prices were bad for the poor, but helped farmers make bigger profits.
Explorers: Some members of the gentry invested in overseas voyages of exploration. Sir Francis Drake made a lot of money for those people who invested in his expeditions.


	[image: ]The Renaissance
	The Renaissance was a cultural movement that began in Italy in the late 1400s. It began because wealthy businessmen paid scholars and artists to investigate the writings of the ancient Greeks and Romans. It caused a 'rebirth' of learning and a belief that being educated in art, music, science and literature could make life better for everyone. As a consequence, there was increased exploration, art, new learning and new inventions.


	[image: ]Exploration
	The voyages of exploration that took place in Elizabeth's reign contributed to the idea of a golden age because they helped contribute to the economy. For example, Francis Drake returned in 1580 from his circumnavigation voyage with £400,000 worth of treasure captured from the Spanish (about £200 million in today's money). Elizabeth received half of this as an investor.



The Golden Age
The rise of the Gentry during Elizabeth’s time was not the only change during Elizabeth’s reign.  The impact of the Renaisance has also led to some historians to consider Elizabeth’s reign as a ‘Golden Age’. When historians talk of Elizabethan England being a ‘Golden Age’, they suggest that it was a period of peace, prosperity and positive developments in the country.  They say that this led to many scientific and cultural developments.


The Golden Age

	Evidence of a Golden Age
	Evidence to challenge the idea of a Golden Age

	· Scientific thought flourished. Scholars observed the planets and the working
of the human body. William Harvey discovered how blood circulated round the body.
· Houses no longer had to have defensive designs such as moats and
drawbridges, and decorated gardens were planted.
· Houses were far more comfortable than before, with decorative
plasterwork, ceilings, oak-panelled walls, impressive fireplaces, tapestries and libraries of books.
· Many new extravagant country houses were built. They might be built to
impress and host Elizabeth while she was on progress.
· Leaded glass was used in mullioned windows. Glass was one of the most expensive building materials.
· Growth of theatres (e.g. The Theatre (1576), the Curtain (1577), The Rose
{1587), The Globe (1599)
· In the 1550s and 1560s actors had been treated with suspicion by the
authorities. They were considered to lead immoral lives and plays were a cause for concern
· Improved printing presses allowed new ideas to spread quickly.
· New grammar schools and university colleges were set up. The curriculum
broadened and the English became better educated. Over half of MP's had a university education.
· Poetry was very popular in the Elizabethan era. For example, Edmund
Spenser wrote an epic poem dedicated to Elizabeth called The Faerie
Queen.
	· Half the families in Tudor England were 'labouring poor' (the fourth sort) who spent 80% of their wages on food and drink.
· Less than 1% of the population were nobility or gentry.
· Despite scientific breakthroughs in some areas, some questionable practices continued - for example, alchemy (turning cheap metal into gold) was very
popular.
· The government carefully licensed printing presses to control what was published.
· Wealthy boys and some girls received an education, but the poor did not
· The idea of a 'Golden Age' was encouraged by Elizabeth and her government.
The term Gloriana was used to describe the spreading of this message. For
Elizabeth, this was a useful way of securing her popularity and her throne.

	· 
	[image: ]



The Theatre
When Elizabeth became Queen in 1558, there wasn't a single theatre in England. There were bands of actors who travelled from town to town, but local councils though they were a threat to the law.
In London, some powerful nobles (such as Dudley and Walsingham) protected groups of actors and gave them financial support.
To start with, acting companies performed wherever they could. The first purpose-built theatre (The Theatre) was built in 1576 by James Burbage. Elizabeth granted a license to Robert Dudley for a theatre company to perform there.
Other people saw the chance to make money and many more theatres followed. By 1600, many Londoners were attending the theatre at least once a week.
Theatres were usually built outside the city walls as the area inside was controlled by the city authorities who were worried about the large, noisy crowds that gathered at the theatre.

[image: ]Attending the Theatre
A visit to the theatre was not just about watching a play- it was also an afternoon out and a chance to meet other people. Before the play, people might visit a riverside inn or see bear-baiting at the Bear Garden nearby.
There was no artificial light, so plays were performed in the daylight (usually starting at 3pm). The start of the play was announced by a trumpet.
Coloured flags above the theatre showed the type of play that would be performed: white for comedy, red for history, black for tragedy.
People from all social classes went to the theatre. Entrance fees were as low as lp to stand in the pit.
There was no scenery, but actors wore colourful costumes. Acting was not considered suitable for women, so young boys played the female roles.


The Poor
During Elizabeth's reign, the problem of poverty was growing for a number of reasons:
Causes of poverty in England
Rising population: The population rose by 43% between 1550-1600
Inflation: Because there were lots of workers, wages stayed the same, but food prices rose because there was more demand
More silver in Europe: Spanish exploration in Central America meant that there was more silver in circulation in Europe.
Bad harvests: There were several disastrous harvests. There were dearth conditions (food is so expensive and scarce that it threatens famine) before Elizabeth became Queen, and again in the 1550s.
Changes in farming: Some landowners decided to keep sheep instead of growing crops as it was more profitable. Sheep farming needed fewer workers so farm labourers lost their jobs. The landowners also enclosed their fields with hedges. The new fields often included the common land where villagers had previously grazed their animals.
Rack-renting: Greedy tenants charging high rents meant that lots of farmers were evicted from their land.
Wars: During wars people had to pay higher taxes. Wars with foreign countries affected international trade (e.g. cloth industry in Antwerp in the Netherlands). When wars were over, this meant that there were lots of out of work soldiers and sailors
Dissolution of the monasteries: Monasteries had been an important source of charity for the poor. Between 1536 and 1540 Henry VIII closed all the monasteries
Monopolies: In the 1590s Elizabeth encouraged trade monopolies to make the rich richer. However, this also pushed up prices as there was no competition.


























The Elizabethans had different attitudes towards the poor depending on which group they fell in to.

	The Impotent Poor
	The Able-Bodied Poor
	The Idle Poor

	The helpless poor who were too old, young or sick to work.
They should be cared for and given food and a home or place to stay.

	People who wanted to work but had become unemployed.
[image: ]They were expected to work, but help could be given to help them find a job.
	Vagabonds, beggars and people who were able-bodied but chose to avoid work.
[image: ]They were treated harshly - they could be whipped or forced to work in a House of Correction.





To start with, local authorities had to deal with the problem of the poor in their own area. Some examples are shown below of how they did this in Norwich and Ipswich. Over time, Elizabeth's government began to take more responsibility for the problem of the poor and a number of laws were passed to try and deal with the issue. These were passed in 1572, 1576 and 1601.
[image: ]
Law
Why introduced
What was it
1572
Act
Government were worried about unrest (plots).
There had also been a series of poor harvests.
Beggars to be whipped and bored through the ear. Executed if caught begging three times.
JPs and town officials to count the numbers of poor in their area. Local people had to pay a Poor Rate to pay for the cost of helping the poor. Overseers of the Poor appointed to help the JPs with this.
1576
Act

JPs were to build two Houses of Correction in each county. Beggars would be put in them and forced to work.
1601
Poor
Law
England was at
war with Spain
and people were
having to pay high
taxes. There were
a series of
disastrous
harvests and food
prices rocketed.
JPs had to appoint 4 Overseers of the Poor in each parish.
They had to make sure that orphan children had
apprenticeships. Everyone had to pay towards a local Poor
Rate. People who refused to pay could be fined or
imprisoned.
Alms-houses were to be provided for the old and ill.
Recognised a 3rd class of poor - those who were able-
bodied but unable to find work. They would be set to work
in a workhouse or 'House of Industry'. Begging was
forbidden - beggars would be whipped or sent to a 'House
of Correction.'


How did local governments deal with the problem of the poor?

[image: ]
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Exploration
        There are a number of reasons why there was increased exploration during Elizabeth's reign:

	Rivalry with Spain - England wanted to weaken Spain and challenge its power. Spain's wealth came from gold and silver mines in the New World (mainly Mexico and Peru). Elizabeth's government encouraged English sailors to attack and plunder Spanish ships. They hoped to gain financially and weaken their main rival.
	Many English nobles - even Elizabeth herself- invested in overseas voyages as a way of making money. When Francis Drake attacked Spanish ships carrying gold from Mexico in 1572, he brought home treasures worth
£20,000 (over £30 million today). The investors got a share of this.
	Demand had fallen for English wool and cloth in Europe. English merchants looked for new markets in which to sell their goods. English sailors began to explore new places that they could trade with.

	There was a great demand for luxury goods from the East including spices, incense, silks, cottons and perfumes. Such items were highly prized because transporting them took so long and was expensive. They were brought back over land on the back of camels. This could take 2 or 3 years.
	The Elizabethans felt it was their duty to spread the Protestant religion to other countries. Elizabethan explorers such as Walter Raleigh, believed that Native Americans could benefit from following the religious beliefs and way of life that existed in Elizabethan England.
	Books presented explorers such as Drake as dashing heroes. They told tales of the great adventures of English sailors. The invention of the printing press enabled books to reach a wider audience.

	Difficulties in trading with the East were made worse by the expansion of the Ottoman Empire which controlled much of Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean. They placed high taxes on all goods passing through and could potentially stop trade.
	In 1577, Francis Drake began a three year journey to sail all the way round (circumnavigate) the world. One of his key motives was revenge for an attack on his cousin's (John Hawkins) fleet in 1568. Four ships and over 300 men were lost in this attack.
	Francis Drake was a Puritan and wanted to weaken the greatest Catholic power in Europe. A weaker Spain would also make England more secure from attack.



[image: ]Three of the key explorers during Elizabeth's reign were: Sir Francis Drake, Walter Raleigh and John Hawkins
Sir Francis :Drake
Background - Drake was an experienced sailor. At the age of 12 he had become an apprentice on a trade ship and in his early 20s he had begun travelling to the Americas with his cousin, John Hawkins. 

Key voyages - During the 1570s, Drake raided Spanish settlements and ships in Central America and the Caribbean.
In 1572 Drake captured £20,000 of Spanish silver when he attacked Spanish treasure ships travelling from Mexico and Peru.
He also attacked the Spanish port of Cadiz in 1587 and delayed Spanish preparations for the Armada. He served as vice-admiral during the Armada. He was hated and feared by the Spanish who referred to him as El Draque (the Dragon).

Circumnavigation - Between 1577- 1580 Drake circumnavigated the globe. He was the first Englishman and second man ever to do this. In 1579, Drake landed in California and claimed the area for Elizabeth. He called it New Albion. A few months later, he made a trade treaty with the Spice Islands in the East Indies. He returned in 1580 with £400,000 worth of treasure captured from the Spanish (about £200 million in today's money). Elizabeth received half of this as an investor. This was more than her income for a whole year. Drake was knighted as a hero.

             Sir Walter Raleigh
[image: ]Elizabeth’s Favourite - Walter Raleigh's dashing and flamboyant character caught Elizabeth's attention when he started to attend the royal court. He quickly became one of the Queen's favourite courtiers. He was very loyal to Elizabeth, spending time in Ireland fighting against the Catholic rebels. He was rewarded by being knighted and given lots of land as a reward.

Explorer - During the 1580s, Raleigh persuaded Elizabeth to agree to an expedition to explore the coast of North America, which he would name Virginia in her honour. Raleigh wanted to build an English empire to rival those of Spain and Portugal. He was responsible for planning and financing two voyages that sailed to America in 1585 and 1587. Both ran into problems and Raleigh was not able to establish a permanent colony in North America.
In 1595 Raleigh set out on another voyage to look for the mythical city of gold, El Dorado, in South America. This was unsuccessful.

Banned - In the summer of 1592, Raleigh angered Elizabeth when she found out that he had secretly married her marrying a lady in waiting, Bess Throckmorton. Bess had hidden her pregnancy from Elizabeth and given birth. Elizabeth sent both Raleigh and Bess to the Tower of London. They were released after a few months, but Raleigh was banned from court and had to wait 5 years before the Queen would speak to him again.

Impact - Raleigh helped to establish the idea of setting up English colonies in the Americas. However, it would not be until 4 years after Elizabeth's death that the first successful English colony was established in Virginia at Jamestown.

[image: ]John Hawkins
Conflict with Spain - On his third voyage, in 1568, Hawkins was joined by his young cousin, Francis Drake. By this point, Hawkins had angered the Spanish who did not allow "unauthorised" foreigners to trade with their settlements. The Spanish attacked his fleet and Hawkins lost four ships and over 300 men. This event had a big impact on Francis Drake who was determined to get revenge for the attack.

Slave Trader - During the 1560s, Hawkins made a lot of money from trading in slaves. He made three voyages from England to 
West Africa where Africans were captured and forced onto his ships. They were transported in horrific conditions across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean where Hawkins sold them to Spanish settlers. Hawkins returned to England with gold, silver 
and animal skins.

Ship Designer - In 1578, Hawkins was appointed Treasurer of the English Navy and played an important role in designing new ships. In 1588, he served as a naval commander when the Spanish Armada attacked. The faster and more heavily armed ships that Hawkins had helped to design and build, played an important role in defeating the Spanish. He was knighted for his services to the Queen.



Trading Companies
It wasn't just individuals like Drake and Hawkins who were involved in exploration and trade. A number of trading companies were set up to boost trade with other parts of the world. Some of the key ones are described below:The East India Company
The Muscovy Company

The Levant Company

The Eastland Company.


The East India Company
Formed in 1600 with the goal of trading in the Far East, they traded in a range of goods including silk, dyes, cotton, tea and spices that were in high demand from the new wealthy gentry and could be sold for high prices on English markets.  Their goal was to try and break Spanish and Portuguese domination of trade with east.
In the long term the East India Company continued to grow. Eventually it came to control large areas of India with its own private army (this was not in Elizabeth's reign), setting up their first warehouse in 1602 on Java.

The Muscovy Company
Set up before Elizabeth's reign ( I555) by a group of English merchants.  Their initial aim was to search for the North Eastern passage to China.  By Elizabeth's reign, they were mainly trading timber and furs.
Elizabeth granted them the monopoly on trade between English and Russia. By 1576 they were so successful that 100 English ships were visiting Russia. 

The Eastland Company, Set up in 1579 to trade in timber, tar and rope with Scandanavia 
The Levant Company, Set up in 1581 to trade good such as currants and dyes in the Mediterranean.


Privateers
The sea dogs, as they were called by the Spanish authorities, were privateers who, with the consent and sometimes financial support of Elizabeth I of England, attacked and stole from Spanish colonies and treasure ships in the second half of the 16th century. With only a license from their queen to distinguish them from pirates, men like Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh made themselves and their backers immensely rich. Drake returned in 1580 with £400,000 worth of treasure captured from the Spanish (about £200 million in today's money).  Elizabeth received half of this as an investor.

Elizabeth and her government were unable to trade legitimately with the colonies of the New World as Philip II of Spain controlled a large number of them (as seen on the map opposite). Instead they turned to robbery as a means to persuade the Spanish king to change policy. As Anglo-Spanish relations deteriorated, the privateers became a useful tool in reducing the wealth of Spain and disrupting Philip's plans to build his Armada fleet with which he hoped to invade England.






Elizabethan England 3: Troubles at home and abroad (p.36-55 of the revision guide)
	The Elizabethan Religious Settlement
Give three differences in the beliefs and practices of the 
                                  CATHOLICS                            and                       PROTESTANTS
1.                                                                                  1.
2.                                                                                  2.
3.                                                                                  3.

How did Elizabeth try to create a compromise of ‘Middle Way’ between Catholics and Protestants when she created her Religious Settlement in 1559?  Give three ways:
·  
·  
·  
What is a Puritan?
Explain why the Puritans objected to
· Priests wearing vestments (special robes for preaching in)

· Bishops


	The Puritan Challenge Complete this table on Puritan Opposition
	Example of opposition
	Why this was a challenge to Elizabeth
	How did she respond?

	Prophesyings (meetings called to discuss the Bible) were allowed by Archbishop of Canterbury Edmund Grindal
	
	

	Walter Strickland made a speech against vestments in Parliament

	
	

	Thomas Cartwright made a lecture calling for the abolition of all bishops

	
	

	John Stubbs criticized the proposed marriage of Elizabeth to the French Duke of Alencon

	
	

	Robert Brown set up a separatist movement, their own church.

	
	




	The Catholic Threat
Who were the Jesuits and why did their presence in England pose a threat?


How did Elizabeth deal with Jesuits and those that hid them?


What were recusancy fines and how did this target the Catholic threat?


Why did the Northern Rebellion happen in 1559?


What was significant about the Papal Bull of 1570?


What plot, led by an Italian but affiliated to the Duke of Norfolk, followed a year later and what did it aim to do?


Name the 2 other plots that centred around Mary, Queen of Scots?

	War with Spain and the Spanish Armada
Give 2 reasons why Mary, Queen of Scots, had a claim to the English throne:
1.

2. 

What happened to Mary, Queen of Scots in 1587 and why?


Apart from the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots, why else did Spain go to war with England?


What was the plan for the Spanish Armada?


Give three reasons why the plan failed:
1. 
2. 
3. 



Elizabeth's Religious Policy

The Middle Way
Elizabeth tried to create a balance between Catholics and Protestants through her religious settlement. The Church of England would be Protestant, but she felt it was important to allow loyal Catholics to be able to part of the Church. Her religious settlement was passed through the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity 

Act of Supremacy
This was passed in May 1559. It dealt with Elizabeth's political aims regarding the Church. It re­ established the break from Rome and an independent Church of England. However, as a compromise, Elizabeth chose the less controversial title of Supreme Governor rather than Supreme Head, which had been used by her father and brother. She hoped this would pacify the Catholics who still regarded the
Pope as the 'head' of the Church. Elizabeth did, however, require all members of the clergy to swear an oath of loyalty to her. The Act of Supremacy also stated that the Church would keep its episcopal structure (bishops) from before the Reformation. There would be two Archbishops (at Canterbury and York) and various bishops below them helping Elizabeth to govern the Church. This was a concession to the Catholics, as all of the European Protestant churches had got rid of this sort of hierarchy. All judges, government officials, JP's, MP's and clergy had to take an oath accepting Elizabeth's title. If they refused, they could be imprisoned. If they refused three times, they could be executed.

Act of Uniformity
A second law was also passed in May 1559 - the Act of Uniformity. This aimed to end quarrels between Catholics and Protestants by making it clear what the Anglican Church believed in. The Church created was Protestant. A new Book of Common Prayer was issued and had to be used in every church. The traditional Catholic Mass was abandoned. The Bible was written in English, services were held in English and the clergy were allowed to marry. Old Catholic practices such as pilgrimages and saints' images were banned. However, the law did try to please English Catholics. Although the law declared that the altar should be replaced with a communion table, to please the Catholics the law also stated that ornaments such as crosses and candles could be placed on the table. Priests also had to wear traditional Catholic-style vestments rather than the plain black ones worn by Protestants. Recusants (anyone who refused to go to church) had to pay a fine of 1 shilling (Sp) a week. This was a large sum for the poor, but a small amount for rich people.

Elizabeth and the Puritans
· Puritans were sometimes known as the 'hotter sort of Protestant' because they held more extreme Protestant views. One of their main goals was to 'PURIFY'
· the English church of any remaining Catholic elements. Some of their main beliefs were:
· [image: ]They did not want churches to be led by bishops.
· Ordinary people as well as clergy were allowed to preach
· The Bible should be in English for everyone to read
· Priests were allowed to marry and wore plain black gowns
· Sunday is the Lord's day- sports and games should be banned on Sundays
· The Communion should be in English. The bread and wine were given as a way of remembering that Jesus died for the people
· Other religions must not be allowed and believers in other religions should be punished Drunkenness, swearing and gambling should be stopped
· Chapels should be very plain with whitewashed walls, plain windows, no statues, plain tables and benches 
· Elizabeth should not compromise with Catholics.
How did the Puritans challenge Elizabeth?
	Date
	Puritan Challenge
	How was this a challenge?
	Elizabeth's Response

	1566
	Puritan MPs demanded that priests should wear plain black gowns
	Puritan MPs were questioning Elizabeth's decisions in Parliament. As Queen, it was her royal prerogative to make decisions about the Church
	New rules were issued for the Church which stated that all priests had to wear vestments. 200 Puritan priests were expelled for disobeying the rules of the Church.

	1571
	Walter Strickland, a Puritan MP, wanted to introduce a new Prayer Book and ban vestments. A big campaign was organised in London to support him
	Puritans were against vestments because they associated them with Catholic beliefs. Again, this challenged Elizabeth because MPs were using discussions in Parliament to put
pressure on her to change her religious policy
	Elizabeth closed Parliament before his ideas could be discussed. From 1576, MPs were no longer allowed to discuss religious matters without Elizabeth's permission

	1572
	Pamphlets (early newspapers) were
published criticising bishops and the structure of government
	Bishops were a key part of Elizabeth's church structure and criticising them was a challenge to her. Puritans did not like bishops as they saw them as a Catholic feature
	Puritan printing presses were destroyed

	1575-
83
	The Puritans organised prayer meetings, called 'Prophesyings', to spread their ideas. Edmund Grindal, the Archbishop of Canterbury 1576-83, was a Puritan and
encouraged these meetings
	These meetings meant that people were discussing religious ideas outside the Church of England. Elizabeth's government were worried that this could encourage the discussion of plots or rebellions.
	Grindal was ordered to ban the meetings, but refused. Elizabeth suspended him. When he died in 1583 he was replaced by John Whitgift who was tough on Puritans. Whitgift issued the Three Articles, forcing all clergy to accept bishops, the Prayer Book and
the Thirty-Nine Articles of Protestantism

	1583
	John Stubbs, a Puritan, wrote a pamphlet criticising Elizabeth for holding marriage talks with a Catholic prince from France
(Duke of Alencon)
	
	His right hand was cut off iJ.

	1586
	Sir Anthony Cope, a Puritan MP,
introduced a bill to get rid of bishops and establish a new Prayer Book
	
	He and four of his supporters were imprisoned in the Tower of London

	1588-
89
	Some Puritans issued a series of anonymous pamphlets called the Marprelate Tracts. They contained strong
complaints about the Church and bishops.
	
	Many people were offended by these pamphlets and the Puritans lost a lot of support

	1592
	Separatists were groups of people who argued that Puritans should set up their own independent churches. In London in 1592, Henry Barrow and John Greenwood founded a separatist congregation
	Separatists setting up their own churches meant that they would be outside the Church of England. This was a threat to Elizabeth as it challenged the idea of a unified Church.
	They were arrested and hanged. In 1593 a lavit was passed which gave the authorities the power to execute anyone suspected of being a Separatist










How did Elizabeth deal with the threat from Catholics?                                                                           Elizabeth and the Catholics
Ireland – think what you already know.  What religion was most of Ireland?  
Why had the Earl of Essex been sent to Ireland?
Key Terms

Seminary: A training college for priests

Missionaries: A person sent on a religious mission, particularly to promote their religion in another country.

Excommunicated: Officially excluded from the Church by order of the Pope

Jesuit: A group within Catholicism whose aim is to spread the religion. 
Laws passed by Parliament against Catholics during Elizabeth's reign
1559
Clergy, judges, government officials, MPs and JPs had to take an oath agreeing that Elizabeth was head of the Church. If they refused they could be imprisoned. Recusants were to be fined 1 shilling per week.
1571
Anyone who questioned Elizabeth's right to be Queen or said she was a heretic was a traitor.
1581
Any priest holding a Catholic service (or anyone attending it) would pay a large fine and be imprisoned for a year. Fines for recusants (people not attending Church of England services) were increased to £20 per month. Anyone who tried to persuade people to disobey Elizabeth or become Catholic was guilty of treason.
1585
Catholic priests were ordered to leave the country within 40 days. Otherwise they would be executed.
1593
Catholics were banned from travelling more than 5 miles from their homes.

Elizabeth's attitude towards Catholics changed after Mary Queen of Scots came to England in 1568. Fines for not going to church were enforced. Sir Francis Walsingham organised a network of spies and informants to keep a close eye on suspected Catholics.  In 1574, Catholic priests began arriving in England.  The houses of known Catholics were searched.  Catholic priests were hunted down by government agents (called Pursuivants).  Nearly 200 Catholcs were executed during Elizabeth’s reign.

	College at Douai: 1568
In 1566 an English Catholic named William Allen 1 established a seminary at Douai in the Spanish Netherlands. Allen
had the full backing of the Pope to train priests, who would then travel to England as missionaries to convert the English back to the Catholic faith. The first priests arrived in 1574
	Spanish Influences
The two most powerful countries in Europe at the time (France and Spain) were Catholic. They began to support challenges to Elizabeth’s rule.  France and Spain supported the Jesuit missionaries and gave financial support to plots against the Queen.


	Papal Bull, 1570
Issued by Pope PiusV in which he excommunicated Elizabeth. This expelled Elizabeth from the Roman Catholic Church. The Pope was sending a clear message that English Catholics no longer had to obey Eliizabeth. This made it easier for Catholics in England and foreign rulers to plot to overthrow Elizabeth.

	Edmund Campion, 1580
In 1560, Edmund Campion (an exiled Englishman) arrived in England leading a Jesuit mission. Disguised as a jewel merchant, he began to preach to the
ordinary English people. He was captured a month after his arrival, tortured, and hanged for treason in November 1581.

	Jesuits, 1580
The Society of Jesus was created in I540.  Its members were known as Jesuits. They aimed to bring people back to the Catholic religion. The Jesuit first arrived in England 1580. Jesuit priests were seen by Elizabeth as a threat to her rule and those who were caught were treated harshly.
	Mary Queen of Scots: 1586 
Mary Queen of Scots was a Catholic and Elizabeth's cousin (her grandmother was Henry VIII’s sister) She had grown up in France, bur returned to Scotland where
she was unpopular as the Protestant faith had become more popular. Due to a series of scandals, she was forced to flee and arrived in England in 1568.




[image: ]Catholic Plots
Northern Rebellion 1559

There were several different factors which led the northern earls to plan a rebellion in 1559:
· The rebels wanted to restore the Catholic faith. They opposed Elizabeth's religious settlement. They believed that Elizabeth's ‘evil' Privy Councillors had persuaded Elizabeth to change the Church from Catholic to Protestant.
· The earls believed that Elizabeth's counsellors had too much influence - particularly William Cecil. They blamed Cecil for 
their loss of political power.
· The Earls felt that they had lost influence at the royal court. Elizabeth had taken land aware from the Earls. Northumberland   had lost valuable copper mines.
· Elizabeth did not trust the Earls because of their Catholic faith and she had placed her own followers in positions of power in 
the north of England. This angered the Earls who believed that they should have the right to continue to dominate the area.
· Phillip II of Spain and the Pope appeared to be willing to support the rebellion.
Timeline:
1. A group of 5000 rebels gathered at Brancepeth Castle. These revels put loyalty to their local lords before their loyalty to Elizabeth. They wore Catholic badges and emblems.
2. The rebels marched to Durham, which was one of the most important cities in northern England. It was not well defended. The rebels destroyed Protestant prayer books then celebrated the traditional catholic Mass in Latin in the Cathedral.
3. The rebels then marched south. They captured Barnard Castle and the port of Hartlepool. They had been promised that Spanish forces would arrive there to help them, but no one ever came. They hoped to gather support from other Catholics in the North. They asked catholic nobles in Lancashire and Cheshire for help, but they refused to join the revolt. Important towns such as York and Pontefract remained in control of government forces.
4. Elizabeth's government responded quickly and efficiently. The Duke of Sussex led I 0,000 soldiers north. When the rebel leaders heard about the size and strength of the royal army, they panicked and retreated north across the River Tees and in to Scotland. The rebellion was over.













[image: ]As a result of the rebellion:
· The rebellion encouraged the government to take firmer action over the issue of religion. The Act of Uniformity was more strictly enforced and stricter laws were introduced against Catholics.
· The Earl of Northumberland was handed over to the English by the Scots and beheaded at York in 1572. Westmorland escaped abroad. Elizabeth ordered the execution of 700 rebels (although the number actually executed was probably nearer 450.)
· The Privy Council demanded that the Duke of Norfolk be executed as well, but out of family loyalty, Elizabeth him imprisoned in the Tower of London. He was released after 9 months.
· Elizabeth strengthened her control of the north of England by confiscating land belonging to the rebels.

Ridolfi Plot 1571

A plot to assassinate Elizabeth and replace her as monarch with Mary Queen of Scots. This plot was organised by an Italian banker named Roberto di Ridolfi, but also had the support of the Pope and Phillip II of Spain. The plan was that around 6000 Spanish troops (led by the Duke of Alba) would land in Essex. It was hoped that their arrival in England would prompt a rebellion. Once Elizabeth had been murdered, Mary would marry the Duke of Norfolk (Elizabeth's cousin).
· Elizabeth's intelligence network discovered the conspiracy.
· Ridolfi was abroad when the plot was discovered and so escaped prosecution.
· The Spanish Ambassador was expelled from England.
· Norfolk was arrested and found guilty of treason. Elizabeth changed her mind 3 times, but eventually signed his death warrant. Norfolk was beheaded in 1572. Parliament passed a law that declared that anyone making a claim to the throne and knowing of a plan to assassinate the monarch would be removed from the succession.

[image: ]Throckmorton Plot 1583
Mary Queen of Scots would be freed from house arrest. This would be followed by a Catholic uprising involving the Jesuits, seminary priests and the English Catholic population. Elizabeth would be captured and murdered, and Mary installed as Queen. The plot was to be supported by money from Spain and the Pope. Francis Throckmorton acted as the go between (between Mary and the Spanish Ambassador, Bernardino de Mendoza).
· Before the plan could be put into action, Walsingham discovered what was happening.
· Throckmorton was placed under surveillance for 6 months. He was then arrested and tortured on the rack and made a 


· full confession to the plot
· The Bond of Association was established. This meant that anybody associated with an assassination plot against Elizabeth would not be allowed to benefit from the Queen's death in any way.
· Throckmorton was convicted of treason and executed in 1584.
· De Mendoza (Spanish Ambassador) was expelled from England and no more Spanish ambassadors lived in England for the rest of Elizabeth's reign.

Babington Plot 1586
[image: ]Mary had been placed under house arrest at Chartley Hall after the Throckmorton Plot. Her letters were checked and she was not allowed any visitors. Mary was in a desperate situation. She began secret correspondence with the French Ambassador and Sir Anthony Babington (an English Catholic). The plot was discussed using coded letters and Mary's letters were smuggled out of Chartley Hall in beer barrels. By mid-1586 a plot had been devised to assassinate Elizabeth and free Mary so that she could become Queen of England.
· Walsingham knew all about the letters - he had placed a double agent named Gilbert Gifford inside Chartley Hall.
· The letters were intercepted and deciphered.
· Walsingham allowed the letters to be sent on to allow the plot to unfold and hopefully trap Mary. It worked - on 17 July Mary wrote a coded letter consenting to the plot and Elizabeth's assassination.
· Babington and 6 other conspirators were executed.
· Parliament and the Privy CGuncil insisted that Mary should also be executed.

[image: ]Mary Queen of Scots 
Mary Queen of Scots was Elizabeth's cousin and a descendent of Henry VII. As a result, she had a claim to the English throne. This claim was strengthened in 1565 when Mary married Lord Darnley (her own cousin). As Darnley was also a descendent of Henry VII this strengthened Mary's claim to the English throne.

In 1587, Mary was put on trial for her involvement in the Babington Plot. She was found guilty. Despite the guilty verdict against Mary Queen of Scots, Elizabeth was still reluctant to agree to her execution. Parliament and the Privy Council insisted that Mary should be executed but it was not until February 1587 that Elizabeth changed her mind and finally signed the death warrant. This was after hearing rumours of Mary
escaping, and Spanish forces landing in Wales. William Cecil made sure that the execution happened immediately, before Elizabeth had an opportunity to change her mind again. He and other
Privy Councillors persuaded Elizabeth's secretary, William Davison, to take the death warrant to Fotheringhay.

Reactions to Mary's execution
Elizabeth was furious when she heard the news that the death warrant had been sealed and sent to Fotheringhay. After the execution, Elizabeth claimed that she had given her secretary clear instructions not to have the death warrant sealed and argued that Davison and her advisers were to blame for the death of Mary Queen of Scots. She banned William Cecil from the Royal Court and refused to see him for six months while Davidson was imprisoned in the Tower of London.

In killing Mary, Elizabeth must have been worried that her cousin would become a martyr for the Catholic cause that the execution could lead to English Catholics rising up in protest. However, this did not happen and there were no more Catholic plots for the rest of Elizabeth reign.

[image: ]
Elizabeth was also worried that the death of Mary would cause anger abroad. However, England was already at war with Spain and although Mary's death angered Philip II, by this point he was already building his Armada in preparation for an invasion of England. Some French Catholics demanded revenge for Mary's death, but the French King was worried about the growing power of Spain and the threat of civil war in France. He wanted to keep on friendly terms with Elizabeth and as a result did nothing.
James VI, King of Scotland, did protest at his mother's execution but Elizabeth was able to place the blame on her secretary and members of her Privy Council. James took no further action and eventually became King of England after Elizabeth death in 1603.


Causes of war between England and Spain

Long Term Relationship
In 1558, Philip wanted to be friendly with the new Queen of England. There were two main reasons for this:
If Mary Queen of Scots became Queen, she would make England Catholic again. However, as she was friendly with France, this would benefit them and not Spain.
The Netherlands was the most valuable part of Philip's European empire. The easiest and cheapest route from Spain to the Netherlands was through the English Channel. If he remained friendly with Elizabeth, Spanish ships could continue to use this route without fear of attack.
[image: ]However, gradually, the friendship between England and Spain turned into rivalry. Tension broke out between the two countries which escalated into war.

Religious differences
King Philip II of Spain was a strong Roman Catholic. He wanted all Protestant countries to return to the Catholic Church. In 1559, Elizabeth broke away from the Catholic Church and created a Protestant Church of England.
[image: Wedding cake icon cartoon stock illustration. Illustration of celebration -  127023357]

Marriage 
Philip had been married to Elizabeth's sister, Mary Tudor. In 1559 he offered to marry Elizabeth. Elizabeth rejected his offer    and remained unmarried. 
[image: ]
Civil War in France
France was the traditional enemy of both England and Spain. In 1562 civil war broke out between Catholics and Protestants. It lasted, on and off, until 1598. France was no longer a threat to either England or Spain.

[image: ]The Dutch Revolt
Protestants in the Netherlands began a revolt against Spanish rule in 1568. Philip sent a Spanish army of 10,000 to defeat them. The Dutch asked Elizabeth for help. She knew that their revolt would keep Spain too busy to threaten England. She was careful not to help them too openly, but allowed Dutch refugees to settle in England and Dutch ships to use English ports. From 1581 she also secretly sent money and weapons to help the Dutch rebels.


[image: ]Spain did not allow foreign merchants to trade with their colonies in the New World. Trouble with English sailors soon occurred. In 1568 John Hawkins' fleet was attacked. In the 1570s and 1580s Francis Drake and other English sailors attacked Spanish settlements and seized Spanish treasure. During an expedition to the West Indies in 1570-71, Drake captured numerous Spanish treasure ships and seized their cargo. This angered the Spanish. Philip II was furious about these attacks on his empire, but Elizabeth encouraged them. She knighted Drake and shared in the profits of his voyages.


[image: ]
Spanish help for Catholic plots
Although Philip II did not want Mary to become Queen of England, he was willing to stir up trouble for Elizabeth. The Spanish ambassador was involved in most of the Catholic plots in England in the 1570s and 1580s. Philip offered money to the plotters and promised to send Spanish troops to help them. 

[image: ]Elizabeth sent an army to the Netherlands
In 1578 Philip II sent the Duke of Parma to defeat the Dutch rebels in the Netherlands. In 1584, their leader, William of Orange, was assassinated. The Dutch now faced defeat. If that happened, Spanish armies would be free to threaten England. Elizabeth refused an offer to become Queen of the Dutch. However, in 1585 she sent an English army of 7000 troops to help them as part of the Treaty of Nonsuch. It was led by the Earl of Leicester. England and Spain were now at war. Their armies were fighting against each other for the first time.

[image: ]Execution of Mary Queen of Scots
Phillip had already begun to seriously contemplate an invasion of England when, in 1587, Mary Queen of Scots was executed. Catholic Europe was outraged at what it saw as unjustified murder. The execution of Mary gave Phillip II of Spain one more reason to remove Elizabeth from the English throne. Mary had also left her claim to the English throne to Phillip II upon her death. Phillip began planning an invasion of England.


The Spanish Plan
[image: 90+ Spanish Galleon Ship Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector Graphics  & Clip Art - iStock]
King Philip II of Spain's plan for the Armada was:
· The Armada would sail through the Channel to Calais.
· 20,000 Spanish troops from the Netherlands would meet them there (led by the Duke of Parma)
· The troops would cross the Channel, land in Kent and capture London.
· They hoped that English Catholics would join them and start a rebellion.


Why did the Armada fail?
	Factor
	English
	Spanish

	Leadership
	Lord Howard was a noble who had little experience of fighting at sea. However, his vice-admirals, Drake and Hawkins, were both very experienced and well-respected 

Elizabeth ordered every county to provide soldiers. Beacons were lit when the Armada was sighted along the coast and church bells rung
	The Duke of Medina Sidonia was brave and a good organiser, but had little experience of naval battles. His commanders were experienced sea captains. 

Philip issued very few instructions regarding tactics/ strategy: there was more detail in Philips plans about not giving blasphemous sermons than there was about fighting the English -180 priests and monks accompanied the Armada




	Tactics
	The aim was to destroy enemy ships at a distance by firing cannon at them or prevent them from landing. The English adopted the tactic of approaching in a line astern which meant that they could use their more manoeuvrable ships to fire their cannon into the crescent formation.

Whilst Sidonia was waiting off Calais, the English launched 8 fireships into the crescent formation. Knowing that anchors could take 2 hours to raise, many Spanish ships cut their anchor cables and the protective crescent formation was broken up, forcing the Battle of Gravelines in the channel.
	The aim was that the Armada would sail from Spain to the Netherlands in a crescent formation for protection. They planned to meet up with a large and experienced army led by the Duke of Parma (Philip's best general). The Armada would protect the 27,000 troops as they crossed the Channel to land in Kent where they would then march on London. However, it was going to be difficult to coordinate the arrival of the Armada at Calais with the arrival of Parma's army, especially as it would take this army 48 hours to board onto ships. In the end Parma never received the message about their arrival time.
At sea, the Spanish tactics were to get close to the enemy, and fire one round of cannon before ramming the enemy ships. The Spanish would then use grappling hooks to attach themselves and fight their way on to the enemy ships.


	Resources
	Elizabeth's annual income was around £300,000. The English forces were made up of 54 battleships. Another 140 merchant ships were also converted into battleships.
There were 14,000 English sailors, the majority of whom were experienced.
There were about 20,000 soldiers in England, but most of them had little training, few weapons and had to be spread along the coast.

	
Philip's annual income was £3 million. The Spanish Armada was made up of 130 ships, 64 of which were battleships. Other ships carried supplies, but they were slow, heavy and difficult to handle.
There were 30,000 men on board the ships: 8000 experienced sailors, 19,000 well­ trained soldiers and nearly 3,000 servants.

	Technology and Weapons
	The English fleet was strong. John Hawkins (treasurer to the Navy) had spent many years improving the design of English ships.
34 were state-of-the-art 'race-built' galleons which sat lower in the water and were faster and more manoeuvrable. Race-built galleons could do a top speed of 7 knots (1-2 knots faster than the Spanish) and had the advantage of being able to sail within 45° of the wind which the old-fashioned Spanish galleons were unable to.
The English forces had nearly 2000 cannon and smaller guns. These were light-weight, long-range guns called culverins. They were fitted with 4 wheels meaning that they could be fired and reloaded quickly. English gun crews sufficiently well-drilled were able to fire once every minute during the Armada.

	
Only 64 of the 130 ships were battleships and many of these were slow, heavy and difficult to handle in rough seas. Their traditional design meant they were an easy target for English cannon.
The Spanish fleet had 2000 cannon however most were heavy and difficult to reload as they did not have wheels. The Spanish only had ¾ of the ammunition of the English and 1/3 the number of long-range guns. The Spanish cannon also did not have standardised bores and shot as they were sourced from across Europe. This made finding the right ammunition more time-consuming.

	Luck
	
	Following the Battle of Gravelines, fierce 'Protestant' winds forced the Armada into the North Sea. The Spanish were equipped with poor maps. As a result, the Spanish turned south too early and strong winds drove their ships on to the rocks off the north and west coast of Ireland. 92 ships (of 127) returned to Spain but only ½ were fit to be used again. Most of these had been destroyed by the weather. 13,399 men reached Spain but hundreds died before they could be taken ashore.
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