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MAKING A CHOICE

1.

Making a Choice

Sometimes the choice is easy; sometimes it comes after a lot of careful thought and
discussion. It should never be made without a consideration of all the facts.
The worst reasons for making a choice include:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

A friend has decided to study that subject.
A.N. Other is a marvelous teacher of the subject.
The students in the subject go on lots of trips.
There is nothing else that I know anything about.

The best reasons are:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

The work in the subject is interesting and enjoyable now.
Success has been achieved in the subject.
Further study in the subject promises to be interesting.
A serious commitment to regular study in the subject can be given.
A qualification in the subject may be necessary or helpful in a particular career.
2. Careers Guidance

It is vital that students are aware of all the options available to them post-16 and their
choices in Year 9 play an important part of this. Our Careers staff offer advice and
guidance to students on a range of issues including their plans for the future.
Careers advice will be available at the Year 9 Options Evening and the resources in the
Study Centre are available to all students before and after school and during break and
lunchtimes. Year 9 and 10 students will take part in various careers events and in Year
11, more targeted careers learning and advice will be available for students to help them
research and plan for their future and make the choices that are right for them.
To make an appointment with the careers advisor, students simply need to ask their
Tutor to arrange this for them, or they can call into the careers room in D block.
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CLASSWORK AND HOMEWORK
A commitment to good classwork and properly completed homework is essential for
success. Systematic preparation, careful thought and the practice of skills are the vital
elements of all set work and parents can help to ensure that it is done.
3.

National Curriculum

This is made up of the subjects which the Government have indicated all students must
study between the ages of 5 and 16.
The National Curriculum aims to provide a balance of subjects to give you a wide range
of skills to prepare you for life beyond school. This is why you cannot simply "drop"
subjects you do not like.
4.

Examination Entries

Parents will be notified, usually in the January before the summer examinations, of the
examination entries which the school is proposing, and are offered an opportunity to
discuss them with the appropriate subject teachers.
5.

Ferndown Upper School Sixth Form (16 - 19)

The majority of students will join the Sixth Form for two or three years to study at
Advanced Level or for one or two years to study at Intermediate Level. Many continue in
Higher Education after leaving school at eighteen; others proceed directly into
employment/apprenticeships. Parents should be aware that students are now required to
be in education/training until age 18. Some of the courses offered in this booklet
continue into the Sixth Form, others may be taken up in the Sixth Form. We also run an
Art Foundation Course after A Levels. The Sixth Form Prospectus can be accessed on
the school website at
http://sixthform.fernup.dorset.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/information/prospectus/SixthForm-Prospectus.pdf
6.

Further Education in Colleges

Some students apply to local colleges for specialist courses in which the colleges are
particularly qualified. These courses begin either at the age of sixteen, seventeen, or
eighteen. The appropriate details will be considered as part of the Careers Guidance
Programme.
7.

Personal Qualities

For a successful and enjoyable career the personal qualities of diligence, persistence,
integrity, courtesy and punctuality are all important.
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SUBJECTS TAKEN BY ALL STUDENTS
The subjects shown below are subjects which all students must take. These form the
CORE CURRICULUM.

English, Mathematics, Triple Science, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education
which includes Citizenship and Religious Education) and Careers.

The government recently introduced the English Baccalaureate as a measure of
student progress. To achieve this, students need to achieve a good grade or better in at
least five of the following subjects.
Core EBAC Subjects
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Triple Science, a Modern
Foreign Language and Computer Science.
The English Baccalaureate is a standard of achievement. We believe that most students
should achieve this standard, although we do not insist that every student studies a
Modern Foreign Language. It is also important for all students to maintain a broad mix of
subjects at GCSE Level to ensure a wide range of options when they get to the Sixth
Form or College. This standard has become increasingly important as a benchmark of
success for universities, colleges and employers.

8.

GCSE and Vocational Subject Choices

A number of courses are either GCSE or vocational/technical courses in option columns.
The latter are GCSE equivalents but often with less formal examination and more
practical learning. Students who are interested in studying the following subjects should
note:


Study Either Computer Science GCSE or Digital IT Level 2 BTEC – not both



Study Either Media GCSE or Digital & Creative Media BTEC – not both



Students choosing GCSE PE must select Events Operations in the fourth option
column. Events Operations and GCSE PE are twin courses. They cannot be
followed separately.

The following pages give you details about these subjects so you will know what is
expected of you. The remainder of the booklet concentrates on the detail of the other
subjects offered within the Options. You must indicate your preference on the "Choices
Form” (issued separately) keeping within the stated guidelines.
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9.

Changing Subjects in Year 10

It is crucial that the right choices are made now. The majority of subjects in option blocks
will be full in May 2020 when students start their GCSE options and there will be very
few ‘spare’ places. Some subjects start coursework in May 2020. Under no
circumstances will it be possible to change subjects after the end of June 2020.

10.

Possible Changes to the Option Columns

The option columns and range of subjects are organised to:
1) Give the students as wide and balanced choice of subjects as possible.
2) Enable students to achieve the English Baccalaureate standard.
3) Make the best use of staff, facilities and resources available.

The school reserves the right to alter the option columns, reduce the number of
groups or discontinue subjects that do not recruit viable numbers or cannot be
appropriately staffed. We will endeavour to ensure that students get their first
choice of subjects wherever possible, however, careful thought should be given to
second and third choices on the options form as it is inevitable that some
students will be allocated these choices.

FINAL COMMENT
The subjects on offer have been chosen to provide the students with a broad range
which meets the needs of different learning styles and to provide a well-balanced choice
of qualifications that lead on to further studies in the Sixth Form or employment.
Whilst the majority of students will get their first choices, this cannot be guaranteed.
Where very few students opt for a particular subject, we may have to withdraw that
option in order to put teachers in subjects where there is greater demand.
Please ensure that the Options Forms are submitted by Wednesday 12th February,
2020 at the latest.
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CORE
SUBJECTS
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ENGLISH GCSE (9-1)
Examining Board OCR
Ferndown Upper School uses the OCR board for English Language GCSE. Students
are assessed by examinations at the end of Year 11. They will study a full variety of
non-fiction and fictional texts from the 19th Century to the present time and learn to write
in a range of styles for different purposes and audiences.
English Language GCSE (9-1)
Overview:
 Communicating Information and Ideas
50% of total GCSE
2 hour written paper at the end of Year 11


Exploring Effects and Impact
50% of total GCSE
2 hour written paper

A speaking exam is held in Yr 11 that is graded
separately and noted on the GCSE certificate.

English Literature GCSE (9-1)

Focuses on reading and writing non-fiction
texts.
•• Learners read and compare non-fiction
texts: one 19th century non-fiction text
and one 20th or 21st century text.
•• Learners write one piece of original
non-fiction.
Focuses on reading literary prose texts and
creative writing.
•• Learners read and respond to literary
prose texts, one text may be literary
non-fiction.
•• Both texts are 20th or 21st century literary
prose. There will not be a 19th century
text in component 02.
•• Learners write one piece of original
creative writing.

The board used for English Literature is AQA
Overview:
 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
40% of GCSE
1 hour 45 min written paper


Modern Texts and Poetry
60% of total GCSE
2 hour 15 min written paper

Students study Shakespeare’s The Merchant of
Venice and Stevenson’s novel The Strange case of
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde for a final exam at the end
of the course. Students will not be able to take
texts into the exam.
Students study Stephens’ play ‘An Inspector Calls’
and the ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry unit in the
AQA anthology. They will also study poetry for
an unseen poem question in the exam where two
poems are compared.

All students will study both courses.

Contact: Ms. S. Bird – Assistant Head Teacher
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MATHEMATICS GCSE
Examining Board EdExcel

Reasons For Studying This Subject
Mathematics is important for a variety of reasons. All through your life you will meet
problems and use mathematical skills to solve them. Virtually all employers expect you to
have a qualification in the subject.
What You Will Be Studying
Mathematics in Years 10 and 11 is a continuation of your work in Year 9.
How You Will Learn
During the course you must show your ability to solve problems and understand
mathematical principles, to use mathematics as a means of communication involving the
use of clear expression, to develop a feel for numbers and to carry out calculations with
an understanding of the significance of the results you obtain. You must be prepared to
think for yourself and be determined if you are to achieve your full potential.
How You Will Be Assessed
There will be tests on a regular basis during year 10, with a year 10 exam in the summer
term. You will then have a mock exam in the autumn term of year 11. At the end of the
course you will sit three exam papers, two where you are allowed a calculator and one
where you are not.
General Information
For Mathematics it is assumed that every candidate has the use of a calculator. It is
necessary to purchase one. These can be obtained through the school or from many
other outlets. All students will require a Scientific Calculator with Fractions, Powers,
Brackets, Trigonometry and Statistics functions.

Contact:

Mrs. C. Alderman – Head of Mathematics Faculty
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SCIENCE GCSE

Separate Sciences
(3 individual GCSEs in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics AND access to
the KS4 FAST Pathway)

Separate Sciences Pathway (three GCSEs)
Separate sciences are taken by all students. This pathway enables students to study ALL
three Sciences as individual GCSE courses. This is a comprehensive science programme.
There is a greater amount of curriculum material to cover than in the traditional combined
science and this route comes with additional teaching time. Being on this pathway enables
access to our KS4 FAST Pathway programme, please see information page for more
detail. Students will also have three specialist teachers as they have done since Year 9.
All GCSEs are assessed by external examinations in Year 11. If any parents wish to discuss
this further, please attend the Year 9 Options Evening and a member of the Science faculty
will be available to discuss the Triple Science Pathway. Unlike other comprehensive schools
all our students get to also study the following topics:
Physics
Infrared Radiation
Electrical Charges and Fields
Gas Pressure
Nuclear Radiation
Fission
Fusion
Moments
Impact Forces and Safety
Sounds and Seismic Waves
Light
Lenses
Electromagnets
Transformers
Formation of the solar system
The Life History of a Star
The Expanding Universe

Contact:

Biology
Microbiological Cultivation
Plant Immunology
Monoclonal Antibodies
The Brain
The Eye
Plant Hormones
Homeostasis
DNA and Gene Expression
Cloning
Evolution
Chemistry
Transition Elements
Nanoparticles
Titration Calculations
Fuel Cells
Organic Reactions
Polymerisation
DNA
Analytical Chemistry- Forensics
The Haber Process

Mrs K Bothamley – Head of Science
Kimibothamley@fernup.dorset.sch.uk
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STUDYING SEPARATE SCIENCES ALLOWS ACCESS TO

The Ferndown Aspiring STEM Pathway

KS4 FAST PATHWAY
Want to be a Doctor, Engineer, Vet, Dentist or Scientist?
GET THE EDGE ON UNIVERSITY ENTRY & GET OUTSTANDING SUPPORT
The Ferndown Aspiring STEM (FAST) Pathway is a programme, which aims to support
and inform students and their parents about the choices, experiences and requirements
to get into these sought after careers.
OUR MISSION

SUPPORT

To maximise opportunity for all

Students will receive the opportunity to access
mentoring to make sure they are on track to meet
the requirements of their chosen career pathway
and that they are choosing the right options in order
to
achieve
this.
Outside
speakers
and
extracurricular activities are also offered to all
students, but as part of the FAST pathway, you will
be given priority. Mentoring for university entrance
exams will also be provided.

Getting onto higher demand courses in science,
technology and maths has become highly competitive. It is
more important than ever that students and their parents
are guided and supported to make the right decisions to
maximise chances of getting into a good university.

Medicine, veterinary, dentistry and Oxbridge courses are
among the most difficult and getting onto them requires
good academic progress,
knowledge of HE entry and
GUIDANCE
experience beyond the classroom.
The guidelines and obstacles of getting into competitive
HE courses changes regularly. Our staff have the
expertise and networks to ensure up to date and valid
information is passed to students and parents throughout
KS4 and KS5 without which the chances of getting onto
these courses is limited.

PARENTAL SUPPORT
We understand the need to keep parents informed
about subject choices and requirements to get onto
STEM HE courses. Opportunities to meet with
teachers to discuss career paths and choices will be
offered in addition to parent’s evenings.

YEAR 10

YEAR 9

 Option Guidance
 Extracurricular

 Extracurricular enrichment
 Study Skill support
 Enhanced Higher Education Guidance

YEAR 11
 Extra Post-16 Option Guidance
 External Expert Speakers
 Extra Revision Planning and Support

enrichment

Throughout: FAST Pathway Progress Monitoring,

Contact:

Mrs K Bothamley – Head of Science
Kimibothamley@fernup.dorset.sch.uk
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL and
HEALTH EDUCATION
Reasons For Studying This Subject
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) is a core element of all students'
education from Year 9 to Year 11. It is the part of education that aims to prepare
students for "adult life."
Unlike most other subjects, PSHE is not geared towards a particular subject or
examination system. Other subjects are designed to develop particular skills, attitudes
and knowledge that are valuable within those areas of learning. PSHE explores you and
your society, your body, your feelings, your environment, your sexuality, your
politics, your religion, and your values. It also gives you the opportunity to explore
career routes, learn about employability skills and to take part in enterprise opportunities.
In other words, PSHE is the part of your school life and learning which helps to develop
knowledge of yourself and your society, your attitudes and how you make sense and
understand your world and also the key skills which will help you cope throughout adult
life.
During Year 10 and 11 PSHE is delivered through a series of ‘Off Timetable’ activities
called ‘Drop Down’ sessions – these can be whole or part day events. These sessions
are designed to help you develop the skills and knowledge to enable you to take
responsibility for your own learning and lifestyle. The sessions have been produced after
much discussion with former students, your teachers, health workers, employers and the
community to find out what is relevant for young people today at this stage of their
development. PSHE is a core subject which all students follow in Years 10 and 11. It is
an invaluable part of education that will help you mature and develop the core life skills
for modern living.
What You Will Be Studying
You will have the opportunity to study many aspects of Health Education, Careers
Education, Work Related Learning (including Employability Skills), Citizenship,
Environmental Awareness and Economic and Industrial Understanding and Religious
Education.
During the Drop Down sessions many of the following issues will be studied:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stress Management.
Relationships (including family life, love, marriage, diversity
and marital breakdown).
Careers guidance (interviews, curriculum vitae, letters of application,
personal statement writing, employability skills, role of the Ansbury
Service).
Sex and Relationships Education (in the context of wider social
Relationships).
Political understanding (elections, Youth Parliament, Members of
Parliament, democracy, taxation and spending etc.).
Parenting skills.
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•
•
•


•
•
•
•
•
•
•


Cyber bullying and impact of social media.
Human Rights (including exploring various forms of discrimination).
Sexual Harassment and developing assertiveness.
Drugs (what they are; their effects/risks. Why they are used. The Law. How
to raise self-esteem and develop life skills to avoid drug use).
HIV/AIDS - the facts, protection, relationships and empathy.
Anorexia and Bulimia.
Gender - the inequalities between men and women.
Alcohol and how to avoid the problems of use.
Lifestyle choices.
Influences on health/factors affecting health.
Finding a flat/house - rents, mortgages and your rights.
Law and Order (includes rights and responsibilities, punishment, the courts,
prison life etc.).

Throughout Year 10 and 11 you will examine a range of debates and questions that will
explore the social, moral, spiritual, religious and cultural dimensions of human social
relationships.
You will also find comprehensive details about Careers Learning at FUS within the
Careers Tab on our website.
How You Will Learn
You will be involved in a range of learning techniques, especially "active learning" which
places you at the centre of your education. The main methods used during the drop
down sessions; online activities, debates, presentations, research, report writing and
DVD work, which will improve skills such as listening, communicating, negotiating and
decision making. You will be working individually or in groups, sharing ideas and
supporting each other, along with taking part in whole class discussions.
How You Will Be Assessed
Throughout the course, much of your assessment will be by completion of personal
"self-evaluation" records to enable you to reflect upon your progress and development.
However, you will also be involved in completing various exercises and assignments
which will involve independent research, interviews, decision making activities and
problem solving situations.
A wide variety of visitors support this programme including Ansbury, Dorset Police and
Fire Services, Sustrans, Young Enterprise, RespectEd, NHS, MARS Relationships and a
range of local employers.

Contact:

Mrs. S. Stroud – Head of PSHE Faculty
12

13

OPTIONS

14

ART and DESIGN at GCSE
(Fine Art Endorsement)
Examining Board AQA

Reasons For Studying This Subject:
Creativity through art can lead to a new world of personal discovery, not just in the end
result, but in the journey you go on to produce it. By discovering more about the process
of making art you will find out a lot about who you are and how you view the world.
Creativity is about thinking differently and finding ways to visualise that unique, personal
idea.

What You Will Be Studying:
During the course, you will be investigating two main coursework themes: ‘Identity’ and
‘Environment’, both aimed at encouraging you to look at yourself and the world around
you. You will also look at a range of interesting old and modern artists, experiment with a
range of drawing, painting and digital photography techniques, develop your own ideas
based on the themes and then produce an amazing, personal final piece of art, which
could be painting, drawing, print, sculpture, video or photography based.

How You Will Learn:
The aim of the two project themes is to encourage students to look at themselves and
the world around them with a thoughtful, personal, creative eye. They will gather visual
and written research, produce a series of observational drawings, paintings and digital
images that explore and refine the use of a range of art materials and techniques.
The students will learn how to use a sketchbook to record their research, experiments
and observations. This will enable all students to develop personal ideas into their own
unique final piece.
Work is graded, with a comment on what you have done well and how you can improve,
as the projects progress. Time is given in the project planning for students to reflect on
the comments and to improve their work before the whole project is completed.
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How You Will Be Assessed:
(a) The two project themes, ‘Identity’ and ‘Environment’ form the coursework
component of the GCSE which equates to 60% of the overall grade.
(b) The last project students complete is an exam component, externally set by the
exam board, which forms the remaining 40% of the overall GCSE grade. This
takes place in the Spring term of Year 11.
General Comment
Every student is given an A4 sketchbook at the start of each project, as well an A2 folder
for storing larger work. The Art Department has a wide range of materials at the
student’s disposal, in lessons and after school, as well as a comprehensive art kit for
sale at £20 so students can continue with work at home.
The Art Department at Ferndown Upper School is a vibrant and rewarding environment
where all student creativity is encouraged to flourish.

Contact

Mr T. Holbrooke-Jones – Head of Art & Technology Faculty
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BUSINESS STUDIES (Vocational) Level 2
Examining Board OCR
The business world affects everyone, both at work and in our leisure time. This course
gives students the knowledge of how modern business works. It also develops the skills
students will need to operate effectively both in work and as a consumer.
What You Will Be Studying:
If you wish to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in enterprise and marketing.
It is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare you for
further study of qualifications in enterprise, marketing or business. Once you have
completed this qualification, you will be able to study a business qualification at level 3.
You will study three mandatory topics as follows:
• Enterprise and marketing concepts
• Design a business proposal
• Market and pitch a business proposal
How You Will Learn:
To help students learn and develop business related skills and the wide ranging use of
technology, the method of working is flexible. Much of the work is based on assignments
where students are responsible for their own work, within the structure set out by the
teacher. There are also regular input sessions by staff. The local community and real-life
experiences are used wherever appropriate, with visits to businesses and from local
business people. The use of Information Technology is an essential element of the
examination and students are actively encouraged to develop and refine their skills. The
use of computers is a growing area of business life and the course attempts to equip
students with the proper skills.
How You Will Be Assessed:
There are three units of work. Students must complete all three units to pass the course.
Two units are work portfolios assessed internally and one unit is assessed through an
external exam.
• Enterprise and marketing concepts - written examination
• Design a business proposal - assignment
• Market and pitch a business proposal - assignment

Students opting for this course will not be able to opt for the alternative GCSE
Business Studies course.
Contact:

Mrs. L. Smyth - Head of Business Studies
17

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY COURSES
Opening Careers Of The Future
Computer Science GCSE or Digital Information Technology BTEC

The digital technology sector is growing three times faster than the UK economy, currently
employing around 1.5 million people (and rising).
Bournemouth and the surrounding area has a thriving computing and information
technology industry that supports thousands of local jobs.
Whether developing innovative software, engineering hardware of the future or using coding skills, digital
technology courses are highly sought after by employers and universities.
Two Incredible Pathways
At FUS we offer two distinct Digital Technology Pathways that will develop students’ skills and knowledge
from Year 10 to Year 13. Our courses cater for all abilities and aspirations. Look at the pathway summary
below to see where each pathway could lead.

What Is Distinctive About Our Courses At FUS?
 Lessons in our newly opened Computing and Robotics Centre.
 Fully equipped for computing and IT students’ exclusive use.
 Make use of our exciting robotics program supported and sponsored by our partner; Bournemouth
University.
 Take part in extra-curricular programmes including

coding club and our FIRST

TECH CHALLENGE for Robotics and STEM outreach.
 Make use of our amazing dedicated Raspberry Pi suite where students can learn to code, design
computer games or design touchscreen apps.
 Be truly equipped with the skills needed for an exciting and successful career!
Contact: Mr Toby Osborne - Head of Digital Technology
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (9-1) GCSE (AQA)
A course with unrivalled opportunity
No technology has revolutionised the world more than the computer. The apps on a
smartphone, medical scanners and computer games, this expanding field underpins every
aspect of our daily lives.
Expertise in computer science allows you to solve complex, challenging problems and it enables
you to make a positive difference in the world. Computing offers great opportunities for true
creativity and innovativeness. Understanding the coding behind computer software will open up a wide range
of highly paid and rewarding career paths of which 500,000 people are needed in the next decade!
Develop computational thinking skills
Computational thinking is the process of thinking through a complex problem and developing potential
solutions for evaluation.
The computer science GCSE will give students the fundamental skills and knowledge to produce their own
computer programs. Using algorithms and logic, students will learn how to overcome real world problems by
using their coding skills.
Deepen your understanding of theoretical knowledge
Students will study the fundamentals of data representation, computer networks and delve into cyber security,
ethical and environmental impacts of digital technology.
Students will have the opportunity to work individually and in groups. We will assess progress using online
and written tasks throughout the course.
Learn to code your own software
Students will research how to implement and test a design to make sure it works effectively. They
will learn how to complete an overall evaluation to help refine the product. Using the python coding
language, students will undertake a series of projects to show their skills in practice.
How are Students Assessed?
At the end of Year 11 you will have:

Course Requirements
Students should:

 Two written external examinations, which are
1 hour 30 minutes each.

 Have open access to a computer to practice their
coding skills at home, we will provide the software
needed at no cost.

 Together they contribute to 100 % of your
overall grade.

 Be achieving at least a grade 5 in maths by the
end of Year 9. The course is academic in nature
and is most suited to those currently making good
progress in their maths GCSE course

 Non-exam assessment projects but they do not
contribute to your GCSE grade.

Contact: Mr Toby Osborne - Head of Digital Technology
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DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LEVEL 2 BTEC
Essential digital skills for all
The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at
any one time. Digital skills span all industries; almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a
good level of digital literacy.
The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ as it continues to invest billions
every year in digital skills and commerce.
Develop transferable key skills
Development of key skills that prove aptitude in digital information technology, such as
project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present
and interpret data.

Become a digital professional
Learn about processes that underpin effective ways of working, such as project planning, the iterative design
process, cyber security, virtual teams and legal and ethical codes of conduct.
Design user interfaces for real situations
Use our dedicated computer suite to explore user interface design and
development principles.
Investigate how to use project-planning techniques to manage a digital project.
Create your own real touchscreen user interfaces in our unique Raspberry Pi
engineering suite.
How are students assessed?
At the end of Year 11 you will have:

Where will this lead?

Upon successful completion this Digi-IT Level 2 BTEC
 Unit 1 and 2 are assessed through internal could lead to:
assessments. Students experience realistic
tasks they would complete in industry. Worth Our Level 3 Extended Certificate IT BTEC course
60% of final award.
where students study:
- Website Development
 Unit 3: Effective Digital Working Practices is an
- Digital Devices
external exam completed in Year 11. Worth
- Software Applications
40% of final award.
- Social Media in Business
- Data Management
 Regular topic tests and coursework deadlines
will ensure students and parents are kept Level 3 Apprenticeships in the IT sector
informed and up to date.
Contact: Mr Toby Osborne - Head of Digital Technology
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DRAMA GCSE
Examining Board AQA
Following the AQA specification the course offers practical experience of a range of
performance methods and a progression of text from different historical and cultural
backgrounds. Students are encouraged to develop independence when working to make
creative decisions and further their emotional and spiritual understanding through issue
based projects. The course is excellent for building confidence and improving
communication skills through co-operative working and live performance to an audience.
Students are given guidance in their chosen specialism (Acting, Lighting, Sound,
Costume, Management etc.) and are made aware of links to, and opportunities in,
relevant careers. The course also offers the opportunity to experience a range of
professional live performance, in preparation for the written exam.

GCSE Drama Assessment Breakdown
60% Coursework
Over the 2 year course students are required to study set text, and investigate a variety
of performance genres including Physical Theatre, Improvisation and Dance Drama,
from the perspective of the performer and designer. All practical investigation and
development tasks are continually assessed for Process and Understanding of Skills
Development (15 marks). There is a Practical Examination of each finished
Performance (45 marks). Students can expect to complete at least 5 different projects
throughout the course. At the end of the course the 2 projects where students gained
their highest score are submitted as their coursework component. (1 scripted, 1
improvised/devised). Students can expect to perform to an External Moderator at least
once throughout the course.

40% Written Examination
Students are set a two hour external exam. Students must answer two questions,
chosen from three sections. One of these answers must be based on practical work
completed over the entire course, the second question can be based on a live
performance seen or the study of a scripted play.
These exam questions allow students to show their understanding of style, genre and
social context of Dramatic work, along with analysing specific practical skills used and
seen throughout the GCSE.

Contact

Mr T. Holbrooke-Jones – Head of Art & Technology Faculty
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
GCSE Product Design
Examining Board AQA
Reasons for studying this subject:
In Design and Technology the students study product design. This is the process of identifying a
market opportunity, clearly defining the problem, developing a proper solution for that problem
and testing the solution with potential customers. Students will learn to deliver their thinking and
design skills through iterative design processes that allow them to ‘explore, create and evaluate’
following practices and strategies used by the creative, engineering and manufacturing
industries.
Key principles include knowledge of materials and processes, basic engineering principles,
creative design and will provide students with the chance to develop practical skills when making
and realising their own designed products in many different materials.
This is a subject that encourages students to apply knowledge that they have gained from many
other areas of the curriculum to the solving of practical problems.
What you will be studying:
This exciting GCSE course allows students to explore, via practical projects and tasks, a variety
of different material areas. Students will learn about the following key areas:
Approaches to designing:
 Design strategies
 Designers and design eras
 The work of companies such as Dyson, Alessi and Apple
 Ecological, environmental and social issues
Designing products
 Researching
 Designing
 Modelling
 Computer Aided Design (2D and 3D)
 Computer Aided Manufacture (laser and 3D printing)
Materials and tools and their processes
 Making products in wood, metals, plastics, textiles and electronics
 Safe working practices in a workshops
 Use of hand and machine tools
 Use of ‘smart’ materials
 Mechanical systems
New and emerging technologies
 Technology push and market pull
 Robotics and automation in manufacturing
 The impact on industry, society and employment
22

How you will learn in Product Design
Students will be expected to undertake a series of design and make based activities and tasks in
order to learn about a variety of materials, processes, machinery/tools and other wider aspects
of Product Design and D&T. Alongside these practical activities will run strategic teacher led
focused tasks, research assignments and mini practical projects. In addition they will learn to
work with and produce A3 project design portfolios.

How you will be assessed:
Non-Exam (coursework) assessment (NEA):
• 30 – 35 hours approx.
• 50% of GCSE
Exam assessment:
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 50% of GCSE
Questions:
Section A – core technical principles (20 marks)
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical
knowledge and understanding.
Section B – specialist technical principles (30 marks)
Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in
depth knowledge of technical principles.
Section C – designing and making principles (50 marks)
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.
Contact: Mr A. Dolman
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ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY and BELIEF:
RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE
Examining Board AQA

Reasons For Studying This Subject:
Religious Studies is a valuable, challenging and relevant subject because:
(a) It examines moral issues in the 21st Century and encourages you not only to
develop and express your own opinions and beliefs, but also to value those of others.
Those who plan to enter careers which offer a service to the public, or involve
working closely with people, will find it a useful qualification. Examples are: nursing,
medicine, social work, teaching, the police and the armed forces.
(b) It develops invaluable skills for those interested in careers in Law, Journalism and
Management. These are an ability to deal with abstract concepts, the competent
handling of a variety of arguments, including their analysis and evaluation, and finally an
ability to reach an informed decision.
You do not have to be a Christian or hold any religious beliefs. You must be
open-minded and willing to discuss issues. Good literacy skills are essential. Religious
Studies is as academically demanding as any other subject. It is usual for Religious
Studies to be accepted by most major employers.
What You Will Be Studying:
Modules 1 – includes the study of two religions: Christianity and Judaism which will
examine the beliefs and practices of both religions. Students will explore the teachings of
the faith communities and will hopefully have the opportunity to meet with members of
the faith communities. Topics include the ‘Problem of Evil’ and ‘Religious Festivals’.
Module 2 – Thematic studies (religion and ethics in the modern world) includes a study
of contemporary issues e.g. prejudice and discrimination, crime and punishment, human
rights, peace and conflict, humanism, abortion and euthanasia.
In both modules you will consider a variety of different opinions and beliefs, including
both religious and non-religious responses. You will need to evaluate these responses
and form your own conclusions. This study is a sound foundation for the A Level course,
as it introduces students to the philosophical skills of logical thinking and critical analysis.
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How You Will Learn:
You will be involved in discussions, role plays, debates, research,
examination of a variety of sources, including newspapers,
television programmes, videos, statements of various religious
speakers, visits to places of worship. You will be expected to
individually at other times.
How You Will Be Assessed:
2 examination papers;
Module 1 = 1 hour 45 minutes paper
Module 2 = 1 hour 45 minutes paper
No coursework / controlled assessment.

Contact:

Mrs Chater - Director of Learning for Social Sciences
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presentations and an
government reports,
leaders and visiting
work in groups and

WJEC LEVEL 1/2 AWARD IN EVENT OPERATIONS

WJEC Vocational award in Event Operations offers a learning experience that focuses
on applied learning.
There are 3 Units:

Unit 1 – the Events Industry (48 GLH)
Through this unit you will learn about the types of events and the types of organisations
that can help to plan and run them. You will learn about the principles of event planning
and regulatory requirements including licences and permissions. There are a number of
factors that can affect the success of an event. You will learn about these factors and
how to put contingencies in place so they don’t have a negative effect. Organisation of
events is the key to success, so you will also learn how to calculate event payments and
process administration.

Unit 2 – Event Operations (36 GLH)
In this unit you will learn about the role of team working and communication in effective
event operations. You will learn about the importance of customer service and how you
can ensure an event operates in a way that meets customer needs. You will also learn
about how to evaluate the success of an event by judging it against success indicators.
You will learn how to evaluate your own and others performance and develop the skill of
providing constructive feedback.

Unit 3 – Event Planning (36 GLH)
In this unit you will build on what you have learned about the events industry and event
operations to reflect on how it should be incorporated into event planning. You will
develop research skills so that you can investigate customer needs and expectations.
You will learn to use the results of your investigation to plan an event on behalf of an
organisation.
There are no specific requirements for this course. However, it may make very
good links with courses in Business and Geography.
Students may only opt for this option if they have also chosen GCSE PE
Contact:

Mr. S. Stickley – Head of Geography
Mrs C. Lock

Unit
Level 1 Pass
1
2
3

4
3
3

Points per unit
Level 2 Pass Level 2 Merit
8
6
6
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12
9
9

Level 2
Distinction
16
12
12

GCSE Food preparation and nutrition
Examining Board OCR
Reasons for studying this subject:
This GCSE is aimed at students who are interested in aspects of food and cookery and in the
context of cooking for health. The qualification focuses on an applied study of the food and
cookery sector and they will gain a broad understanding and knowledge of working in this sector.
This qualification is appropriate for students who are motivated and challenged by learning
through hands-on experiences and food science experiments. They will have opportunities to
develop a significant core of knowledge and understanding and apply that knowledge in
preparing and producing dishes. In addition, students will be taking part in practical food
activities at least on a weekly basis and are also recommended to cook at home regularly in
order to gain confidence.
What you will be studying:
This exciting GCSE course allows students to explore, via practical projects and tasks, the
following key areas:
Cooking and food preparation
 To prepare self and environment for cooking
 To plan and produce dishes for a purpose
 Food preparation skills and cooking techniques
Nutrition
 Food science, sensory properties and food safety
 Food functions in the body and in recipes
 To modify recipes for health for balanced diets
 Nutrients needed for good health and the relationship between diet and health
Food (food provenance food choice)
 Food Provenance and choice
 Food production and security
 Economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on food availability
 Industrial production processes,
Skills (preparation and cooking techniques)
 Students demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and
cooking using a variety of food commodities, cooking techniques and equipment
 Students understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different
culinary traditions (traditional British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify
existing recipes
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Assessment:
Non-Exam (coursework) assessment (NEA):
 Food Science Investigation: 15% of overall assessment
 Food Preparation and Research task: 35% of overall assessment
Exam assessment:



Written exam: 1½ hours
50% of GCSE

Successful completion of this course will enable learners to progress to Level 3 qualifications in
related subjects and/or would provide a secure foundation for careers in the hospitality, food and
cookery sector.
Contact: Mrs S. Stroud/Miss V. Jones
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE
Examining Board AQA
Reasons For Studying The Subject:
Geography is very topical and it is always in the news. It helps you to understand the
environment in which you live and the background to world events and it focuses on
important local, national and global problems and issues. It also develops many skills
which you will find useful in the future.
What You Will Be Studying:
The course has 2 units with several themes of study in each:
Unit 1:

Tectonic hazards, climatic hazards, coastal and river landscapes, tropical
rainforests and cold environments.

Unit 2:

Urban challenges, the economic world, development, global food, water
and energy resources.

You will also learn how to draw and interpret graphs and diagrams, how to collect and
analyse data and how to read Ordnance Survey Maps properly. This will be covered
through two fieldwork experiences.
How You Will Learn:
You will be asked to take part in group work, discussions, role plays, active learning and
decision making techniques. You will use a variety of materials to help you learn, such as
maps, diagrams, photographs, videos, newspapers and the internet. You should also be
able to read and write clearly. It is important to be able to organise information and
present reasoned arguments.
How You Will Be Assessed:
There will be three exam papers; Paper 1 will assess the physical environments covered
in Unit 1 and Paper 2 will assess the human environments covered in Unit 2. Paper 3 will
be based on a geographical issue exercise and will also feature questions about the
candidate’s fieldwork experiences.

Contact:

Mrs. S. Chater – Director of Learning: Social Science
Mr. S. Stickley – Head of Geography
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NCFE LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN HEALTH AND FITNESS
Physical Education is important for many reasons. “A healthy body leads to a healthy
mind.” You will work better if you are healthy! This course is designed to help you
understand how your body works and what you need to do to keep healthy.
Option Pathway 1- NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Health and Fitness
This is the option for students who do not opt for GCSE PE in the main Option columns,
but do have an interest in the human body and their overall health. These students will
be studying for the NCFE level 1/2 Certificate in Health and Fitness alongside their
practical PE.
The NCFE Level 2 Technical Award in Health and Fitness is a vocational equivalent of a
GCSE qualification. It is aimed at 14-16 year olds studying their Key Stage 4 curriculum
and interested in any of the health and fitness contexts such as exercise, lifestyles and
diet.
The level 2 course focuses on an applied study of the health and fitness sector and
learners will gain a broad knowledge and understanding of working in the sector.
The qualifications have been designed to sit alongside the requirements of GCSE
subjects. They are appropriate for learners who are motivated and challenged by
learning through hands-on experiences and through content which is concrete and
related directly to those experiences.
The Level 2 course is appropriate for learners who are looking to develop a significant
core of knowledge and understanding and apply that knowledge in preparing, planning
and developing a health and fitness programme.
What Will The Learner Study As Part Of This Qualification?
This qualification shows learners how to:







Understand and identify the main body systems and their functions
Understand the principles of training and FITT
Explore how physical activities effect the body in the short and long term
How relevant fitness tests can be used for specific health and skill components of
fitness
Understand different lifestyle analysis tools and how to apply them
How to create a health and fitness programme
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The units covered are:
Unit 1: Introduction to Body Systems and Principles of training in
Health and Fitness.
Externally assessed written examination
Written examination:
 80 marks
 1 hour 30 minutes
Section 1 – eight multiple choice questions, worth 8 marks.
Section 2 – a mixture of objective test questions (including multiple choice) and short
answer questions between 1– 6 marks, worth 51 marks.
Section 3 – two six-mark and one nine-mark extended response questions worth 21
marks.

Unit 2: Internally Assessed and Externally Moderated Synoptic Portfolio
Learners will have 21 hours of supervised time to complete the portfolio in controlled
conditions. The synoptic project will assess the learner’s ability to effectively draw
together their knowledge, understanding and skills from across the whole health and
fitness area.
The synoptic project will be externally set by NCFE, internally graded by the centre and
externally quality assured by NCFE.
Extra-Curricular Activities:
There are many after school and lunchtime clubs that students can attend at Ferndown
Upper School. All students who choose Health & Fitness are expected to attend at least
one after school club per week. For example attending our fitness after school club will
help with their learning in this subject. It is an opportunity for students of all standards to
practice and for those with the ability to represent the school, county etc. Various
sporting competitions are organised throughout the year and awards presented.

Contact:

Mr. R. Ellis – Head of Physical Education Faculty
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE
LEVEL 2
Examining Board OCR

This Level 2 course is aimed in particular at students wishing to pursue a career in a
health or social care setting.
The course itself is divided into four units:

Unit 1

Essential Values of Care
 Human Rights
 Care Values
 Legislation
 Health and Safety

Unit 2

Communicating in Health and Social Care Settings

How to Communicate Effectively

Personal Qualities

Communication in Health and Social Care Settings

Unit 3

Understanding Life Stages
 Stages of Human Development
 The Ageing Process
 Medical Conditions
 Support Plans

Unit 4

Understanding the Nutrients Needed for Good Health
 Dietary Needs of Individuals in Different Life Stages
 Creating Dietary Plans for Specific Needs
 Producing Nutritional Meals

Due to the vocational nature of this course students will be actively involved in visits to a
range of local care settings including health care and social care environments. It will
also involve practical investigations and activities into the wide range of job opportunities
within the health and social care sectors.
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Assessment:
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4

25% weighting
25% weighting
25% weighting
25% weighting

External Examination
Internally assessed
Internally assessed
Internally assessed

Progression:
This qualification is ideal for students who want a broad background in the health and
social care sector. Upon completion it will enable students to progress to further
education, apprenticeship, training or employment. It provides a suitable basis for further
study in this subject or another related subject e.g. Level 3 Cambridge Technical Health
and Social Care, CACHE or Diplomas.
This Qualification could contribute towards meeting the necessary entry requirements for
qualifications and training in nursing and professions such as occupational therapy,
social work, teaching, physiotherapy and other health or social care related employment.

Contact:

Mrs. S. Stroud – Head of Health & Social Care
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HISTORY GCSE
Examining Board AQA

Reasons For Studying This Subject:
History is the study of events in the past, but it is far more the stories of the men and
women who came before us, how they coped with success and victory, defeat and
disaster. They were all ordinary people so they will have reacted in the same way we do
but they lived in very different times, so history seeks to understand those times to help
reveal those stories. This will include looking at their politics, societies, cultures,
languages, health, art, education, money, conflicts and more, looking at how things have
developed over time and connect the dots to understand how we travelled from their
experience to where we are today.
In history we study lots of different sources and learn that events are often the result of
complex and multiple factors. It’s never as simple as person A hitting person B over the
head and starting a war. Politics, communication, beliefs, misunderstandings and even
the environment can shape the way things turn out. Essentially, history helps us see the
bigger picture in 3D.
History teachers ask two very important questions: why? and how? This is key to
sharpening your critical thinking abilities, which combine analysis, research, essay
writing and communication skills to help you to solve problems and form arguments for
debate.

What You Will Be Studying:
Period Study - America 1920-1973 - Opportunity and Inequality


American people and the economic boom 1920s



American experiences of the depression and the New Deal 1930s



Post-War American including popular culture and civil rights

Worldwide Depth Study - Conflict and Tension in Asia 1950-1975


Causes, development and end of the Korean war



Conflict in Vietnam - US involvement, reactions to the war, how and why did the
conflict come to an end?
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Thematic study - Health and Medicine c1000 - present day


Medical progress made during the medieval period



The impact of the renaissance period on medicine



A medical revolution in the 19th century



The impact of war and technology on surgery during the 20 th century

British depth study - Elizabethan England 1660-1685


Elizabeth's court and Parliament



Life in Elizabethan times



Troubles at home and abroad



The historic environment of Elizabethan England - this will involve a visit to a
specific site of relevance to the topic

How You Will Learn:
You will be encouraged to use primary sources such as newspapers, pictures, cartoons
and videos showing contemporary news reels and film. You will be asked to take part in
debates, discussions, role plays, active learning and decision making exercises. You
should also be able to read and write clearly. It is also important to be able to organise
information and present reasoned arguments.

How You Will Be Assessed:
Paper 1 : 1 hour 45 minutes:

50% Understanding the modern world

Paper 2 : 1 hour 45 minutes:

50% Shaping the nation

Contact:

Mrs. S. Chater – Director of Learning: Social Science
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MEDIA STUDIES GCSE
Examining Board WJEC

The Reasons For Studying This Subject:
It is impossible to over-emphasise the significance of the media in our lives today.
Studying the media will give you the skills to analyse media texts (both print and moving
image); understand how the texts are produced; develop investigative, critical thinking
and decision-making skills through consideration of issues that are important, real and
relevant to you; develop your appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its
role in society. Controlled Assessment will allow you to become a media producer in your
own right when you plan, film and edit a piece for Television. The skills you learn will
help to prepare you for further study in the subject at BTEC or A level and help you to
access an increasing number of exciting and creative careers.
What You Will Be Studying:
You will study the topics of radio news, current affairs programmes, newspapers,
advertising, video games, magazines, music videos, TV crime drama and film marketing.
Within each topic you will carry out a variety of tasks around the following areas:
 The texts themselves – genre, narrative and representation.
 The organisations that produce the texts – marketing, rules and regulations and
issues of control.
 The audiences and users of the texts.
You will also have a choice of Controlled Assessment of:
- Plan, film and edit the opening to a new TV crime drama.
- Plan and produce the front page and a double page spread for a new lifestyle
magazine.
- Plan and produce a poster and DVD cover for a new film from either Spy or
Romance genre.
You Will Learn The Following Skills:






How to analyse the language of media texts (both print and moving image texts).
How to reflect on the cultural messages and values presented in texts.
How to compare texts, their institutions and their audiences.
How to research and plan a media production.
Production techniques, technical skills and evaluative skills.
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How You Will Be Assessed:
Exam 70% - There are two exams for Media Studies GCSE:
-

Component 1 - Exploring Media Language and Representation; 1hour 30mins; 30%.
This is based around the topics of news and current affairs and a choice of two
topics from advertising, video games, magazines and music videos.

-

Component 2 - Understanding Media Forms and Products; 1hour 30mins; 40%.
This is based around the topics of TV crime drama and film marketing.

Controlled Assessment 30% An individual media production for an intended audience
in response to a choice of briefs set by WJEC, applying knowledge and understanding
of media language and representation.

General Comments
Nearly every area of work has some contact with or involvement in the media, whether
that be through promotion, production, or understanding of the influences the media
have on the world. This GCSE course contributes to an understanding of the media that
will allow you to make informed judgements both of your future courses and employment
prospects. It is both analytical and creative and fits well alongside any other Option
Choice. It also leads in to either A Level or BTEC Media courses in the Sixth Form.

Students opting for this course will not be able to opt for the alternative Level 2 BTEC
Creative & Digital Media Production course.

Contact:

Mrs. K. Hosey – Head of Media Studies
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LEVEL 2 BTEC TECH AWARD IN
Creative Digital Media Production
The Reasons For Studying This Subject:
It is impossible to over-emphasise the significance of the media in our lives today.
Studying the media will give you the skills to analyse media texts (both print and moving
image); understand how the texts are produced; develop investigative, critical thinking
and decision-making skills through consideration of issues that are important, real and
relevant to you; develop your knowledge and skills relating to what it would be like to
work in the Media industry. Controlled Assessment will allow you to become a media
producer in your own right when you produce your media texts. The skills you learn will
help to prepare you for further study in the subject at Level 3 and then move into a
career in the Media industry.
What You Will Be Studying:
Component 1 – Exploring media products
You will learn about the sector and investigate media products across the following
sub-sectors:
•
audio/moving image (TV programmes, films, video shorts, animations, radio
broadcasts).
•
publishing (newspapers, magazines, books, e-magazines, comics).
•
interactive (websites, mobile applications, mobile games, video games, online
games).
Component 2 –

Developing digital media production skills
You will practice media production skills in a range of formats and
for a variety of purposes and audiences before making either a
music video for an existing song or the front page and double page
spread for a fashion magazine.

Component 3 –

Responding to a brief
Apply the skills and techniques you have learned by responding to a
digital media brief, provided by the Exam Board.

You Will Learn The Following Skills:







How to analyse the language of media texts (both print and moving image texts).
How to reflect on the cultural messages and values presented in texts.
How to compare texts, their institutions and their audiences.
How to research and plan a media production.
Production techniques, technical skills and evaluative skills.
How to work in a team as well as independently.
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How You Will Be Assessed
Exam 30% Component 3 is the exam unit where you will apply all the knowledge and
skills you have learned to a brief given by the exam board; it will ask you to produce a
particular media text for a specific purpose and audience.
Internal assessment 70% Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed by the teacher
and involved practical application of the knowledge and skills learned in these areas.

General comments
During the course, students can see whether the industry is one they want to be in,
where they could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their
next steps. After completing the course, students can continue on to further
vocational and academic study at Level 2 and Level 3, as well as apprenticeships and
traineeships. What’s more, the transferable skills students master during their studies
such as self-reflection, communication, teamwork and problem solving will also support
their progress in the present and future.

Students opting for this course will not be able to opt for the alternative GCSE Media
Studies course.

Contact:

Mrs. K. Hosey – Head of Media Studies
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MODERN LANGUAGES GCSE
(French, Spanish – English Baccalaureate Options)

Examining Board AQA
Reasons For Studying These Subjects:
We believe that every student should be able to communicate in at least one foreign
language, and that this is an important skill even when mastered at a fairly simple level.
Now that tourism plays such a large part in our local economy, the ability to speak and
understand other languages is extremely valuable.
Being able to communicate in another language is useful in a wide variety of jobs.
Managers, professional people, office staff, and secretaries in many companies need to
deal with customers and contacts from abroad, as do lorry drivers making deliveries in
Europe, and shop assistants who meet many foreign customers here.
It is also a skill which makes a holiday abroad far more enjoyable. With a knowledge of
the language you will feel far more confident, be able to function independently and
understand more of what you see and hear around you, and also have the ability to talk
socially with people you meet.
Some university courses require a GCSE in a modern foreign language as an entry
requirement.

What You Will Be Studying:
You will be learning how to talk and write about yourself, your home, school, local
environment, holidays, interests and plans, and understand other European teenagers
talking about their lives in their own language. You will use different resources such as
YouTube clips, songs and magazines.
You will be able to read and listen to a wide range of material from the country
concerned, including literary texts, and learn about how the language works. This will
enable you to express your own opinions, to describe things you have done and seen,
and to talk about your plans for the future. These are valuable skills in themselves, and
also lay the foundations for language study beyond GCSE level.
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How You Will Learn:
New structures and vocabulary will be taught and practiced in class, and you will have
frequent opportunities to use the language yourself in pair or group work. You will be
able to practice and extend your skills through listening, reading and writing activities,
and you will be encouraged to express your own feelings and opinions. You will be
encouraged to try to speak fluently and develop techniques for getting around words you
don’t know using rephrasing strategies.
How You Will Be Assessed:
(a)

You will be assessed in the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing
throughout the course by your class teacher in order that your progress can be
tracked and targets for improvement can be set.

(b)

Your final grade is assessed by examinations in all four skill areas: Listening,
Reading, Speaking and Writing at the end of Year 11. These are set by the AQA
Board and are equally weighted at 25% each.

The GCSE will be assessed in two tiers. The Foundation Tier gives access to the grades
1-5, whilst the Higher Tier gives access to grades 4-9. Your teacher will discuss the best
level of entry for you.
Courses Offered:
French and Spanish are offered at GCSE.
If you are good at languages and enjoy learning them, we would strongly encourage you
to take the opportunity to study more than one.

Contact:

Mrs. E. Elliott – Head of Modern Foreign Languages
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MUSIC GCSE
Examining Board Edexcel

Reasons for studying this Subject:
The most important reason for studying music is the passion you have for music, be it
through performance or listening. You may be an accomplished instrumentalist or singer,
or just a beginner. GCSE music is accessible to all. It is not just for those who wish to
pursue a career in music, this GCSE is very good for developing confidence, raising
self-esteem, communication skills, team and leadership skills and independence.
What You Will Be Studying:
The course is focused on 3 areas - performance, composition and a listening paper
based on the study of 8 pieces of music set by the exam board.
The music studied during this course is diverse and is roughly divided into 4 areas:





Instrumental Music 1700-1820
Vocal Music
Music for Stage and Screen
Fusions

How You Will Be Assessed:

Performing: (30%) Students perform one solo and one group performance, this can be in
any style or genre and any instrument or voice. Each piece must a minimum of 1 minute
and a total of 4 minutes performance is needed for the exam board.

Composition: (30%) Students complete two compositions during the course which are
linked to the set works that they study. 1 is a free composition and 1 is set by the exam
board in the September of Yr11. These are completed on specialist software on the
computers we have within the department. Compositions must be a minimum of 1
minute and total 3 minutes to meet the exam specification.

Listening and appraising: (40%) 1 hour 45 minute listening exam which relates to the 8
pieces of music that the students have studied and explored throughout the GCSE
course.

Contact:

Mrs. S. Clay – Director of Music
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PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE
Examining Board AQA

Reasons for studying this subject:
Photography will help you to develop your ability to communicate through expressive,
experimental and narrative images. It will help you to understand the basic concepts of
visual language and enable you to learn a wide range of photographic processes and
techniques. It will help you to look at the world around you more critically and encourage
you to look at the work of other photographers.

What you will be studying:
You will be given an opportunity to work in a wide range of photographic processes and
techniques both in terms of taking your own photographs and the more technical
processes of printing them in the dark room. You will be asked to work to a design brief,
selecting appropriate subject matter, viewpoints and lighting. You will develop an
understanding of the working practices of other photographers through detailed visual
and written analysis of their work.
It is important to note that there is a fairly large written element to the course as
contextual studies accounts for 25% of the GCSE grade. You will learn how to analyse
as the work of other photographers critically using specialist photographic terminology,
as well as your own work.

How You Will Learn:
When you start the GCSE course in the last term of Year 9, you will undertake practical
inductions in both traditional dark room practice and use of Adobe Photoshop in the iMac
suite as well as studying the history of the camera and photochemistry. After that you will
complete two coursework projects in Year 10 and a third in year 11. Each project will
introduce you to new photographic processes and techniques, gradually building up your
knowledge and understanding of this discipline. You will be expected to research each
project by responding to a set brief and selecting appropriate locations and subject
matter before taking your own photographs. As part of each project, you will be asked to
start by evaluating the work of other photographers from a variety of genres, styles and
traditions, before taking your own photographs inspired by their work. You will also learn
how to present your work in a neat and professional manner.
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How You Will Be Assessed:
1.

You must submit all three coursework projects for assessment. This will represent
60% of your final mark.

2.

There is an externally set practical examination project at the end of the course.
You will be expected to choose a starting points from a list on the exam paper and
complete a project which includes developing your own photographs and
evaluating the work of other photographers. You will have approximately 10-11
weeks to produce all your preparatory work, followed by a ten hour practical exam
- over two days - to complete your final prints. Your exam project will account for
40% of your final GCSE grade.

*VERY IMPORTANT*
Although you will be given access to dark rooms and a wide range of equipment and
materials, and the iMac Suite, all students taking this course MUST have access to a
simple, reasonably priced digital camera (10 mega pixels or higher).
Smart phones with cameras are not suitable as a main digital camera, due to difficulties
uploading from a wide range of phones onto the Mac computers and the fact that many
phones will now optimize images for Cloud storage, so the full resolution files cannot
always be retrieved in lessons, or the phones create unusual file formats from ‘live view’
images etc. that are not fully compatible with Adobe Photoshop. Uploading images from
digital cameras via their USB leads or SD cards is very easy, so students can start
working on their images straight away.

Students will also need access to a traditional 35mm roll film SLR – which could be
bought second hand or even borrowed from relatives. (We will provide the film)
Older manual film SLR cameras can now be bought fairly cheaply second hand from
eBay, Castle Cameras in Winton, charity shops, Wimborne Market, Molly’s Den, or even
from older students who have finished their GCSE course and might sell their cameras.

Contact:

Miss F. Liddiard – Head of Photography
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Examining Board EdExcel
GCSE Physical Education will extend your ability in, and knowledge of, a number of sports
together with related sports science topics, this subject is very academic in nature.
The overall aims of Physical Education remain the same but this course will enable you to
develop a far deeper understanding of sports performance. You do not have to be an
outstanding performer, as all abilities are catered for, but enthusiasm and commitment are
essential. For example, attendance at after school clubs is expected once a week as one of
the homework’s.
If students are wishing to specialise in PE and do a more in depth study of physical
education and sport, they can opt for the Edexcel GCSE in Physical Education. This choice
would be suited more to those students who really enjoy sport and enjoy their Biology
and are academic.
Assessment:
There are 4 assessment components to this qualification:
1. Fitness and body systems: 1hr 45 min written examination and 36% of the final
grade.
2. Health and performance: 1hr 15 mins written examination worth 24% of the final
grade.
3. Practical performance: Students are assessed in 3 activities, (1 team/1 individual
and a choice of 1 other sport) worth 30% of the final grade.
4. Personal Exercise Programme: internally assessed and externally moderated worth
10% of the final grade.
The topics covered in each by the GCSE PE component are more varied and in depth:
Component 1: Anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, use of
data.
Component 2:

Health fitness and training, sports psychology, socio cultural
influences, use of data.

Component 3:

3 activities (1 individual, 1 team + 1 other sport) assessing skills in
isolation, and skills performed in competitive situations.

Component 4:

Planning a personal exercise programme, monitoring and exercise
programme and evaluating an exercise programme.

Commitment to Extra-Curricular Activities and Expectations
All students are expected to attend and participate in the after school clubs and take
advantage of the excellent facilities and experience of staff to improve their
coursework and examination grades. Students are expected to be in PE kit for all
practical PE lessons, even if injured (they can adopt the role of coach/referee). Any medical
problems must be accompanied by a note otherwise they will receive a sanction. Long term
absence must have a medical certificate.
Students opting for GCSE PE in the main option columns cannot follow the Health & Fitness
course. They must opt for the Events Operations course on their option form.

Contact:

Mr. R. Ellis – Head of Physical Education Faculty
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TEXTILES GCSE
Examining Board AQA
At GCSE, we offer a successful and evolving course that combines traditional skills with
contemporary practice:
1.

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
Designing and making your own fashion garments e.g. T-shirts, bikinis,
corsets, bags, belts, hats, shoes, jewellery.

2.

FABRICS
Designing and constructing your own fabrics using silkscreen printing,
weaving, stitching, batik, dyeing and felting. Surface pattern and print.

3.

FASHION STYLING & PROMOTION
Setting up and styling fashion shoots, taking your own photographs and
editing them for use as magazine covers or promotional material.

4.

BRANDING
Developing your own brand identify, logos and packaging materials.

The Structure Of The Course:
UNIT 1 – PORTFOLIO OF WORK = 60% OF FINAL GRADE
This is made up of practical projects set by the teacher to which the students develop a
personal response. Research, develop, experiment, record.
UNIT 2 – EXTERNALLY SET TASK (EXAM) = 40% OF FINAL GRADE
The exam comprises a body of preparatory work completed in class and a 10 hour
personal response produced under exam conditions.
NOTE: THE EXAM IS UNDERTAKEN IN YEAR 11.
Why Textiles?

75% of our students achieved A*- A in 2017. 85% Level 4-8 2018
NSEAD 2017: UK Fashion industry employs 800,000 people
Fashion and textile industry contributes £66 billion to the economy.
This is a qualification that will help you access higher-level creative courses
(e.g. ‘A’ Level Fashion & Textiles, Art & Design, Photography, Graphics etc.), or
employment and apprenticeships in the creative sector: e.g. Retail/visual
merchandising, designer/maker, fashion buyer, advertising and branding, costume.

Contact:

Ms. L. Robson – Head of Textiles
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Level 2 TECH AWARD in TRAVEL & TOURISM
Examining Board Pearson
Who is the qualification for?
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism is for learners
who want to acquire knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by
exploring the aims of different travel and tourism organisations, the features of tourist
destinations, how organisations meet customer requirements, and the influences on
global travel and tourism as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification
recognises the value of learning, skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to
complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden learners’ experience and
understanding of the varied progression options available to them.
What You Will Be Studying:




Knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in
the sector such as the appeal of different tourist destinations to different types of
customer, and the factors that influence travel and tourism
Skills such as researching different travel and tourism organisations, the features
of tourist destinations, and the products and services available to meet the needs
of different customers
Attitudes that are considered to be very important in the travel and tourism sector,
including how to develop tourism while respecting the environment and local
communities.

How You Will Learn:
Much of the work is based on assignments where students are responsible for their own
work, within the structure set out by the teacher. There are also regular input sessions by
staff. The local community and real-life experiences are used wherever appropriate, with
visits to travel related contexts and from local business people.
How You Will Be Assessed:
Components:
1. Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations – Internally assessed
2. Influences on Global Travel and Tourism - Externally assessed
3. Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism - Internally assessed

Contact: Mrs S Chater – Director or Learning for Social Sciences
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